Case 5:  Affectionate Teacher 

A colleague of mine, Mrs. Sparkle is someone with whom I have always been very friendly and whom I like very much. She works with groups of my students for reading each day. 

By nature, she is a warm, affectionate person and that's where the problem has developed. In the past I have seen her give spontaneous hugs to kids as she encounters them during the day and, while I know that some of our kiddos rarely, if ever, experience positive physical contact in their own homes, it still surprised me to see her initiating this behavior. I have never brought the subject up with her, however, because I felt it was fairly harmless. 

In the past couple of weeks, though, I have observed her doing something that makes me really uncomfortable on several levels. She has come into my class to work with or pull out students and, as she walks by, she bends down to hug and KISS ON THE CHEEK (I'm talking about big-time SMOOCHING) random kids. This is totally out-of-the blue and the response, not only by the recipients but the rest of the class, is wide-eyed disbelief. 

In this day and age, with all of the media attention and notoriety directed to inappropriate contact between teachers and pupils, I feel that Mrs. Sparkle is leaving herself wide-open to big problems. Keep in mind, the behavior is not in response to a child in distress who is in need of comforting. I think that any of us would act with human kindness in that situation. There have been several occasions when Central Office and our union have issued warnings specifically about having any hands-on contact with students. It is very sad that this is the world in which we teach. If you were in my place, how would you handle this situation? Am I over-reacting? If not, how would you approach it? I just don't feel that I can continue to ignore it any longer.

