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Name______________________________
Comparison of Origins and History

	 
	Islam
	Judaism
	Christianity

	followers called 
	Muslims
	Jews
	Christians

	current followers
	1.3 billion 
	14 million 
	2 billion 

	current size rank 
	2nd largest
	12th largest 
	largest

	major locations today 
	Middle East, Southeast Asia, Africa 
	Israel, Europe, USA 
	Europe, North and South America

	sacred text 
	Qur'an (Koran) 
	Hebrew Bible
	Old and New Testament 

	clergy
	imams 
	rabbis
	priests, ministers, pastors, bishops

	house of worship 
	mosque
	synagogue
	church, chapel, cathedral 

	main day of worship 
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday

	 
	Islam
	Judaism
	Christianity

	date founded 
	622 CE
	unknown
	 33 CE 

	place founded 
	Saudi Arabia 
	Palestine 
	Palestine

	founder
	Muhammad
	Moses or Abraham
	Jesus

	original language(s)
	Arabic
	Hebrew
	Aramaic, Greek 

	early expansion 
	within 12 years, entire Arabian peninsula; within 100 years, Muslim world stretched from Spain to southeast Asia
	little expansion; mostly confined to Palestine 
	by end of 4th century Christianity spread across the entire Roman Empire


Comparison of Religious Beliefs

	 
	Islam
	Judaism
	Christianity

	type of theism 
	monotheism 
	monotheism 
	Monotheism; Trinity 

	ultimate reality
	one God 
	one God 
	one God 

	names of God 
	Allah (Arabic for God) 
	Yahweh, Elohim 
	Yahweh, the Holy Trinity 

	identity of Jesus 
	prophet of God
	false prophet 
	Son of God, the messiah, Savior

	death of Jesus 
	did not die, but ascended into heaven during crucifixion
	death by crucifixion 
	death by crucifixion

	resurrection of Jesus 
	denied
	denied
	affirmed

	divine revelation
	through Muhammad, recorded in Qur'an 
	through Prophets, recorded in Bible 
	through Prophets and Jesus recorded in Bible 

	means of salvation 
	correct belief, good deeds, Five Pillars 
	belief in God, good deeds 
	correct belief, faith, good deeds, sacraments (some Protestants emphasize faith alone) 

	good afterlife 
	eternal paradise
	views vary: either heaven or no afterlife
	eternal heaven

	bad afterlife 
	eternal hell 
	views vary: either eternal hell, or no afterlife 
	eternal hell, temporary purgatory (Catholicism) 

	view of fellow Abrahamic religions
	Jews and Christians are respected as fellow believers, but they have wrong beliefs and only partial revelation.
	Islam and Christianity are false interpretations and extensions of Judaism. 
	Judaism is a true religion, but with incomplete revelation. Islam is a false religion. 
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