4-2 – The Epic of Ramayana

Name___________________________________


Ramayana

The Ramayana tells the story of a battle between the Hindu god Vishnu and a demon called Ravana. None of the gods could fight Ravana because of a promise they had foolishly made earlier, and Ravana was messing with everyone and nobody could stop him. So Vishnu decided to be reborn as a man, and then he would not be a god and he would be able to fight Ravana.

So Vishnu was born as the prince Rama. Rama was supposed to be king when his father died, but at the last minute his father decided to make his brother king instead.

Rama and his other brother Lakshmana and Rama's wife Sita went away to live a simple life in the forest. But when they were living in the forest, the demon Ravana's sister fell in love with Rama and tried to get Rama to leave Sita and come live with her. When Rama said no, Ravana's sister attacked him, but Rama and his brother Lakshmana fought her off.

The demon went back to her brother Ravana on the island of Lanka (modern Sri Lanka) and complained to him that Rama had been mean to her and attacked her. Ravana was very angry because Rama had beaten up his sister. Also, Ravana’s sister told him how beautiful Rama’s wife Sita was. So he went to the forest to see for himself.

When Ravana got to the forest, he found that Sita was indeed very beautiful, and he stole her away from Rama and took her back to Lanka with him. Sita was very sad there and missed Rama very much.

Rama and his brother Lakshmana needed help to rescue Sita, so they went to see the king of the monkeys, Hanuman, who had the magic power to make himself bigger or smaller. Hanuman found Sita on the island of Lanka and told her that Rama was coming to save her. Sita was very happy, but then the demon Ravana caught Hanuman and set his tail on fire! In the end, though, Hanuman escaped and set fire to the whole island of Lanka. 

Hanuman went back to the forest and got Rama and Lakshmana, and they all went back with the whole monkey army to attack the island of Lanka. The monkeys made a bridge over to the island. There was a terrible battle, but finally Rama killed the demon Ravana. 

Rama finally could go rescue his wife Sita! But when he found her, he was worried if she still loved him. Maybe she had fallen in love with Ravana while she was his prisoner? Rama made Sita walk through fire to show that she still really loved him. And even after she did that, and she was having his twin babies, Rama ended up sending her to live somewhere else. But in the end, Rama and Sita’s twin boys came back to their father Rama.

Assignment:  After reading the above epic from ancient India, turn this paper over and complete the activity on the back of this page.

Short Answer

1. Why did Rama and Sita go to live in the forest?

2. Tell what happened when Ravana’s demon sister tried to get Rama to leave his wife, Sita?  (Paragraph #3)

3.  TRUE or FALSE – The demon Ravana was on the island Sri Lanka when his sister complained that Rama attacked her.

4. YES or NO – Ravana’s sister was truthful about what happened with Rama?  Explain the truth.
5. Why do you think Ravana stole Rama’s wife, Sita? (Paragraph #4/5)

6. Who did Rama go to for help in rescuing his wife from Ravana?

7. When Hanuman, the King of Monkey’s found Sita, what did Ravana to do him?  Was he able to rescue Sita at this point?

8. Summarize what happened in paragraph #7.

9. After Sita was rescued, why do you think Rama asked her to walk through fire? 

10. Did Rama and Sita live happily ever after?  Why or why not?

Match

____11.  Hanuman
A. reborn as a man
____14.  Ravana

D. unnamed sister of Ravana

____12. ????

B. Hindu god

____15.  Prince Rama
E.  Rama’s wife

____13.  Vishnu

C. demon

____16. Sita

F.  king of monkeys
