Name:__________________________________ Date:____________ Period:_________
Peanut Lab

Pre-Lab Questions 

1. Why is it important to make good observations?
2. Do you think that you have good observation skills? Why or why not?

3. What things can you use to make observations?
Materials 

	1 Bag of Peanuts

Bowl
	Rulers

Balance


Procedure

1. Choose an unshelled peanut from the bag.

2. Carefully observe the peanut using your senses and available tools.

3. Record your observations in the box below.
4. Place your peanut into the bowl. Your teacher will stir the peanuts in the bowl to mix them up.
5. Switch your observations with a partner. 

6. Use your partner’s recorded observations to find his/her peanut.

Observations


Post-Lab

1. List the observations that were the most helpful in identifying a peanut. Which were the least helpful?
2. What information did you wish you had about the peanut to help you find it more easily?
3. Why was it important to record detailed observations in this activity?
4. Why might detailed observations be important in biology?
5. Rank your observation skills on a scale from 1-10. Did you do a good job observing your peanut? What could you do differently next time you make observations?

