Measuring Length
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What you need:

· various objects to measure

· rulers

· optional chart that follows

What to do:

· Choose three objects to measure.  First estimate how long you think each item is and record your estimate on the chart. (
· Use the ruler to measure each object.

· Record the measurement in the chart.

· Compare the measurements.

Think and write:

· How close was your estimate to the actual measurement?

· Tell about your objects showing how they measured from shortest to longest.

**Teacher’s note**--You can have the children base their estimates on the unit of measurement you have been focusing on most recently in math.  If you have been measuring to ¼ inch, then have them base their estimates to the nearest ¼ inch and measure to the nearest ¼ inch.  This activity can be repeated with the various units of measurements as you introduce them and practice them.


GLE 0206.4.3 Add, subtract, compare, compute and estimate linear measurements. (math)
GLE 0207.9.1 Use tools to observe the physical properties of objects. (science)
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	0207.9.1 Use tools such as hand lenses, measurement devices, and simple arm balances to gather data about the physical properties of different objects. (science)
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