SUMMARIZING A STORY/MAKING INFERENCES

Materials:
· newspapers 

· color pictures 

· collection or articles 

Procedures: 
To Start 
Hold up a large color picture from the newspaper or elsewhere, making sure everyone in the class gets a good look at it. After about 30 seconds, put the picture face down and ask students to jot down everything they can remember about it. 

Compare lists. Talk about how easy it is to look at something without really paying attention to it. Ask students if they ever have had a similar experience with listening or reading. 

Group Activity 
Tell students that you are going to use a game to help them improve their comprehension skills. Read an interesting story from the newspaper, and ask students (individually or in teams) to answer questions about it. Questions might be based on the 5Ws and H-the who, what, when, where, why and how of the story. See which students or teams can recall the most. Try this activity with other stories as well. Stress attention to detail, as well as to the gist of the stories. 

