Study Guide for Elizabeth

________________________________________________________________________
Describe Mary’s state of mind at the beginning of the movie.  Who does she have burned at the stake?  Why?  

What could be Mary’s reasons for disliking her half sister, Elizabeth?

What is the greatest obstacle Queen Elizabeth has to overcome during her reign as Queen of England?

Who or what is the protagonist?

Describe the denouement or the resolution of the movie?
At what point did the climax or turning point of the movie occur?  

Why did Queen Elizabeth play her suitors?  How did she use her relationships to her advantage?

Elizabeth says she is something?  What is this something that she says she has become?  Explain why she feels this way.  How do you feel about her choice?

Study Guide for Elizabeth

________________________________________________________________________
Describe Mary’s state of mind at the beginning of the movie.  Who does she have burned at the stake?  Why?  

She is physically sick and dying.  Her illness has obviously gone to her mind.  She is trying to resolve herself to kill her half sister.  She has the protestants assassinated because she wants to restore the Catholic religion to England to get back at her father, Henry VIII, for divorcing her mother and denouncing the Catholic Church
What could be Mary’s reasons for disliking her half sister, Elizabeth?

Mary’s father, Henry VIII, divorced her mother, Catherine of Aragon, to marry Elizabeth’s mother, Anne Boleyn.
What is the greatest obstacle Queen Elizabeth has to overcome during her reign as Queen of England?

Opinion – possible answers – The Catholic Church, Spain and France, or her personal life
Who or what is the antagonist?  Explain your choice.
Possible answers – The Catholic Church because the Pope wants to rule England.

Spain and France because they want to own England.
Describe the denouement or the resolution of the movie?

Elizabeth decides that she has to be strong and listen to her heart in order to rule England.  She says that she is her father’s daughter, meaning that she is just as smart and capable of ruling England as he was. 
At what point did the climax or turning point of the movie occur?  

The turning point sways toward England and Elizabeth’s favor when the Royal Navy, weak and small, defeats the large and strong Spanish Armada.
Why did Queen Elizabeth play her suitors?  How did she use her relationships to her advantage?

Queen Elizabeth knows that if she pretends to be willing to marry she can keep all of England’s enemies close to her, wooing her, and trying to please or appease her.
Elizabeth says she is something?  What is this something that she says she has become?  Explain why she feels this way.  How do you feel about her choice?

Elizabeth says that she is England.  She has given up all of herself so she can fully serve her subjects, England.
