LOST HEADINGS

This activity forces students to read text sections and generate a tentative heading or subheading for a section’s information. It also gives good practice for text-marking and note-taking.

1. Take a chapter or article and photocopy it with the headings blocked out with tape or correction fluid. Put a line or a box where each student-generated heading will be.

2. Model for students how you notice and mark (by underlining and notetaking) the important information in a section of text, and then think aloud for them how you create your own headings.

3. Discuss with students whether each of your headings is too general or too specific. This can be a very useful and powerful step. It helps students to refine their thoughts to be clear and focused, and to see ideas at the right “distance.” It will help students in writing as well.

4. Have students work in pairs or individually to fill in the rest of the headings and discuss them with others before sharing all the headings as a class.
