Lesson Plan for Teaching Cause and Effect (Comprehension Skill)

0201.5.3 Identify cause-effect relationships.

Objectives:

   The students will tell what a cause is and what an effect is.

   The student will identify a cause and effect relationship in a sentence.

   The student will write a statement using a cause and effect relationship.

Materials:

   Pretest, posttest, Introductory PowerPoint, worksheets (with separate 

   answer sheets), any “If You Give A…” book, dominoes, a rolling object 

   (small ball, marble) 

Vocabulary:

   cause

   effect

To develop background:

   Read one of the “If You Give a … books to the class.

   Set up a line of dominoes standing on end so that they will fall when an outside force pushes the first one.  After watching the dominoes topple, ask, “What caused all those dominoes to fall?”  This is the CAUSE (the outside force, whatever that may be.).  Ask, “What happened after the first domino was pushed over?”  The EFFECT was that all the dominoes fell over.

Lesson:  (not to be completed in one day!)
· Begin the skill by administering the short pretest without any prior instructions.

· Show the PowerPoint presentation on Cause and Effect.   This will introduce the skill and allow for some practice as a group.  It will introduce a graphic organizer that the children will have to complete at a later time.

· Play Effect-O and Cause-O at different times.  This is just another form of Bingo.    Students will receive a card (all are the same).  Read over all the answers on the card. They may work individually or in a group of two.  Time must be given to find and read the answers.  Call out either the cause or effect and the student must cover the answer with a marker.  The students will call out the name of the game when a row of 5 is covered.
· Pass out Activity Sheet 1.  Together, decide on the cause and effect.  Underline the cause in green and circle the effect in red.  When finished, save and use this same sheet to fill in a graphic organizer at another time.

· Using the previous sentences.  Fill out the graphic organizer.
	Cause


	
	Effect 


· Pass out Activity Sheet 2 for the children to circle the effect and underline the cause.  
Go over any mistakes and work individually or in small groups with those still having problems.
· Redo the Graphic Organizer using examples from the “If You Give a ….”  story that was read.
· Give the posttest.

Assessment:

   Pretest

   Posttest

