CONTENT STANDARD 1.0 LANGUAGE
Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0801.1.1 Demonstrate control of Standard English through the use of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

· GLE 0801.1.3 Understand and use correctly a variety of sentence structures.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 0801.1.1 Identify the correct use of nouns (i.e., common/proper, 

           singular/plural, possessives, direct/indirect objects, predicate nouns).

· SPI 0801.1.2 Identify the correct use of verbs (i.e., action/linking, regular/irregular, agreement, perfect tenses, verb phrases) within context.

· SPI 0801.1.3 Identify the correct use of adjectives (i.e., common/proper, comparative/superlative, adjective clauses) and adverbs (i.e., comparative/superlative) within context.
     •    SPI 0701.1.5 Identify the correct use of prepositional phrases (place

          correctly according to the words they modify within the sentence) within

          context.
	Materials needed:

•  Envelopes with strips containing words for sentence (one envelope/small

   group).

· Transparency of questions related to sentence



	Assessment Activity Title:  Sentence Puzzle



	Description of Activity:
1. Give each small group an envelope containing strips with words which form a sentence.

2. Tell students that they should work together to create a coherent sentence from the words in the envelope.  They will notice that there is no capitalization or punctuation to help them.  

3. Once the get the words organized into the best sentence possible, they should work together to answer the questions related to the sentence.  (Post questions on transparency.)  Teacher creates questions which relate to skills which have been taught (i.e. Which words should be capitalized? What punctuation needs to be added to the sentence? How many prepositional phrases are in the sentence? What are the prep. phrases?  What is the subject of the sentence?  The verb?) 

4. Once students complete the sentence and questions, teacher discusses/clarifies as questions arise.  

5. Teacher can create a sentence puzzle to address multiple skills or just a few certain skills.  Sentences can be pulled from texts students are currently reading, grammar books, or the teacher’s brain. 

Assignment Extensions:

      There are many ways to extend Sentence Puzzle.  For example, teacher could create six different sentence puzzles which address skills or grammar concepts which have been taught.  Set desks in small groups to create six stations with one sentence puzzle per station.  Students would rotate through each station, working together to organize the words into the best sentence possible and discussing the corrections which need to be made to the sentence.  They would then write the sentence on their own paper, making all spelling, mechanics, and grammar corrections required. Once students have visited each station, teacher would lead a large group check/discussion of all sentences.

         In another variation, teacher could supply each station with a card which instructs students on how to organize information in the sentence (i.e. This sentence should begin with a prepositional phrase; This sentence should begin with an introductory adverb clause.)




Sentence Puzzle (1.0)

Materials:
· Envelopes with strips containing words for sentence (one envelope per small group)
· Transparency of questions related to sentence
Description:
Sentence puzzle is a hands-on approach which challenges students to use critical thinking skills to organize words into a coherent sentence and then explain how words work together to create “chunks” of information (i.e. prepositional phrases, dependent clauses).  It can also be used to review application of punctuation and capitalization in context.  Sentences can be created to address a wide array of skills in Standard 1 Language.

Step-by-Step:
1.  Pass out envelope containing strips to each small group.  Tell participants that they 

     should work together to create a coherent sentence from the words in the envelope.  

     They will notice that there is no capitalization or punctuation to help them.  Once they

     get the words organized into the best sentence structure possible, they should work 

     together to answer the questions on the transparency (shown on the overhead 

     projector).  Below is the sentence as it should be organized. (In the South could appear 

     after during the 1930s.)  

           I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings is the true story of a black girl who grew up in 

           the South during the 1930s. 
2.  While participants are arranging words, show transparency of questions so that as they 

     Finish organizing the words into a  sentence, they can move directly to answering   

     questions.

3.  Once participants have finished, discuss the questions.  

4.  As you discuss the prepositional phrases question, have participants pull the words that make a 

     particular prepositional phrase out of the sentence (they can simply move them above the rest of the 

     sentence).  This would be a great visual of how prepositional phrases are built—they must begin 

     with a preposition; they end with the noun/pronoun which answers the question what/whom about 

     the preposition.  It also shows that prepositional phrases communicate small “chunks” of 

     information in the sentence.

4.  Close with a discussion of ways to extend this strategy.   Ask participants to share 

     ways they can think to “re-invent” this strategy by doing something a little different 

     with it.  Below are two examples of extensions.  

· Teacher would create 6 different sentence puzzles which address skills or grammar concepts which have been taught.  Set desks in small groups to create 6 stations with one sentence puzzle per station.  Students would rotate through each station, working together to organize the words into the best sentence possible and discussing the corrections which need to be made to the sentence.  They would then write the sentence on their own paper, making all spelling, mechanics, and grammar corrections required.  Once students have visited each station, teacher would lead a large group check/discussion of all sentences.  

· In another variation, teacher could supply each station with a card which instructs students on how to organize information in the sentence (ex.  This sentence should begin with a prepositional phrase; This sentence should begin with an introductory adverb clause; This sentence should begin with an infinitive, This sentence should be a compound sentence, etc.)

i know why            the caged bird sings            

is                 the                true         story                              
of                 a           black               girl                       
who                    grew              up         in                                       
the                      south               during
   the                      1930s            

Sentence Puzzle
  Arrange the words in the best order to form a logical sentence.  

   Complete the following tasks:

1. List the words which must be capitalized.

2. What punctuation does this sentence need?

3. Identify/List the prepositional phrases in the sentence.

4. Which part of this sentence contains a dependent clause?

5. What kind of dependent clause is it?

6. What is the subject in the independent clause? 

7. What is the verb in the independent clause?  
     What kind of verb is it?

8. What is the word story functioning as in the sentence?

Key: Questions/answers for the sentence puzzle

Complete the following tasks:

1. List the words which must be capitalized.  (I, Know, Why, Caged, Bird, Sings, South)
2. What punctuation does this sentence need?  (period at end of sentence)
3. Identify/List the prepositional phrases in the sentence. (of a black girl, in the South, in the 1930s)
4. Which part of this sentence contains a dependent clause?  (who grew up in the South in the 1930s)
5. What kind of dependent clause is it? (adjective)
6. What is the subject in the independent clause? (I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings)
7. What is the verb in the independent clause?   (is)
       What kind of verb is it?  (linking verb)
8. What is story functioning as in the sentence? (predicate noun/nominative)
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Additional Reading
Watson’s Go to Birmingham 1963, Christopher Paul Curtis
