CONTENT STANDARD 1.0 LANGUAGE
Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0801.1.1 Demonstrate control of Standard English through the use of grammar, usage, and mechanics (punctuation, capitalization, and spelling).

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 0801.1.6 Identify the correct use of commas within context
     •     SPI 0801.1.10 Identify the correct use of appositives/appositives phrases

            and infinitive/infinitive phrases within context.

	Materials needed:

•Paper/pencil.

	Assessment Activity Title:  Sentence Dictation

	Description of Activity:
1. Tell students that you will dictate a sentence to them.  They should listen very carefully so that they can write the sentence correctly, using correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

2. Read the sentence to students.  (Below is a sample sentence which could be used, but sentences can be tailored to address the specific skills you are teaching students.)

                My father, the athletic director, coaches girls’ basketball every day 

                during the winter.

3. After students have written the sentence, ask questions related to the

    sentence.  For each answer, students should explain why they think as

    they do.  Below are examples of questions which could be asked about the

    sentence above.

· Are there any commas in the sentence?

· Why is the athletic director set off with commas?

· Is father capitalized?

· Is winter capitalized?

· How should girls be written?

· Is every day one word or two?

· How is athletic spelled?

· What is the subject of the sentence?  Verb?

Assignment Extensions:

      Sentence dictation can be tailored to address all conventions of sentence structure and writing as skills are added.  


· SPI 0801.1.13 Form singular and plural possessives using apostrophes correctly.
Sentence Dictation (1.0)

Materials:
· White boards/expo marker/eraser (should be in goodie bag) or paper (cheap plastic place mats with a white side can also be used)
Description:
Sentence dictation is a versatile approach to applying rules of grammar, mechanics, and punctuation while improving students’ listening skills.  Sentences can be tailored to address a wide array of skills students should be able to apply to writing.  The teacher can create sentences that address specific skills being taught to check for mastery.  

Step-by-Step:
1. Tell participants that dictating a sentence to the class is an engaging way to cover specific grammar skills and mechanics.  It also helps students to strengthen their listening skills.

2. Ask participants to write the following sentence as you dictate it:   

                My father, the athletic director, coaches girls’ basketball 

                every day during the winter.
3.  Next, ask the following questions:

· Are there any commas in the sentence?  If so, where?  (after father and director)

· Why is the athletic director set off with commas?  (appositive phrase)

· Is father capitalized?  Why not?   (not used as his name)

· Is winter capitalized?  Why not?  (do not capitalize seasons)

· Is girls a possessive?  How should it be written?  Why?  (apostrophe is placed after the s because the plural form of girls  ends in an s.)  

· Can you think of a time when a word which is plural possessive would not have the apostrophe after the s?  (children’s—because the plural form of the noun does not end in s, the apostrophe is placed in front of the s)

· Is every day one word or two?  Why is it two words?  (because every is an adjective modifying day.  If it were written as one word, it would function as an adjective modifying a noun, such as everyday clothes).  

· How is athletic spelled?

4.  For each answer, have participants explain why they think as they do.  Point out the importance of having students justify their responses as well.  

5. To close, tell participants that dictation is not only simple, but it is also an excellent strategy to incorporate specific grammar skills and to weave previously covered skills back into the new skills being taught.  Remind them that they could also cover things such as subject, verb, prepositional phrases, etc. in their questions for students.  The skills which could be covered are endless.
