Teaching Communication using Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” Speech
Materials
· “I Have a Dream” script

· Video clip of speech

· Guided viewing cards

· Paraphrase samples
Description
Reader's Theater is a strategy in which students read from scripts. Lines are not memorized, but students are encouraged to read with expression. Students love to perform Reader's Theater scripts more than once which is a good idea; repeated reading builds comprehension and fluency as it improves students' self-esteem, reading confidence, and enthusiasm for reading. Somebody Wanted But So (SWBS) is a summarizing strategy where the reader identifies the main idea by completing the Somebody (character) Wanted (motivation) But (conflict) So (resolution) graphic organizer. The Guided Viewing Cards give students a purpose for listening. Paraphrase Samples give students a chance to select the best paraphrase for a speech.

Step-by-Step
1. Assign parts and read the script.

2. Discuss the thesis using SWBS.

3. Give participants the guided viewing cards (one for each group of 5).

4. Watch the video clip.

5. Share answers to guided viewing cards.

6. Give out envelopes of paraphrasing.

7. Have participants select the best paraphrase for the excerpt from the speech.
CONTENT STANDARD 2.0 COMMUNICATION
Course Level Expectations

· CLE 3001.2.1, CLE 3002.2.1, CLE 3003.2.1, CLE 3005.2.1 Demonstrate critical listening skills essential for comprehension, evaluation, problem solving, and task completion.
· CLE 3001.2.2, CLE 3002.2.2, CLE 3003.2.2, CLE 3005.2.4 Analyze the style and structure of a challenging/complex speech.
State Performance Indicators 

· SPI 3001.2.1, SPI 3002.2.1, SPI 3003.2.1 Identify the thesis and main points of a challenging speech.

· SPI 3001.2.2, SPI 3002.2.2, SPI 3003.2.3 Select the best paraphrase of a challenging speech.

· SPI 3001.2.3, SPI 3002.2.3, SPI 3003.2.2 Discern the structure of a challenging/complex speech (e.g., sequential, problem-solution, compare-contrast, cause-effect.

· SPI 3001.2.4, SPI 3002.2.4, SPI 3003.2.4 Identify rhetorical devices used in a challenging/complex speech (e.g., rhetorical questions, parallelism and repetition, analogies, metaphor, simile, hyperbole, antithesis).

· SPI 3001.2.5, SPI 3002.3.5 Determine the most effective methods of engaging an audience during an oral presentation (e.g., making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate).

	Materials needed:
· Copies of Martin Luther King’s speech “I Have A Dream” adapted for reader’s theater.

· Video clip of “I Have A Dream”.

· Guided Viewing Cards

· Paraphrase samples

	Assessment Activity Title:  Using “I Have A Dream” for communication skills.



	Description of Activity:

1. Assign parts and read script.

2. Discuss thesis using SWBS and discuss structure.

3. Distribute guided viewing cards.

4. Watch video clip

5. Share answers to guided viewing cards.

6. Select best paraphrase from scenarios.
Assignment Extensions:
Do research on Martin Luther King.     


Excerpt from “I Have a Dream” speech:

Reader 1:  I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

Reader 2:  I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal."

Reader 3:  I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

Reader 4:  I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

Reader 5:  I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

All:  I have a dream today.

Reader 6:  I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification; one day right there in Alabama, little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

All:  I have a dream today.

Reader 7:  I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.

Reader 3:  This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.

Reader 5:  This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with a new meaning, "My country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring."

Reader 2:  And if America is to be a great nation this must become true. So let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!

Boys:  Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!

Girls:  Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California!

Boys:  But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia!

Girls:  Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee!

Boys:  Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. From every mountainside, let freedom ring.

Reader 1:  And when this happens, When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, 

All:  "Free at last! free at last! thank God Almighty, we are free at last!"

Guided Viewing Cards

	Write a summary of the speech


	Write a critique of the speech

	Identify parallel structure in the speech


	Listen for and identify repetition in the speech

	Look for ways the speaker engages the audience


	


