Propaganda Project
OVERVIEW:  This is a project for teachers to use as a follow-up to presenting the persuasive devices to students and the analysis of advertisements.  Students need a clear understanding of the persuasive devices or techniques before being assigned this project.  Showing the propaganda PowerPoint and assigning propaganda analysis may be done before assigning this project, among other activities.  This may be used as an assessment or as homework.

GRADE LEVEL:  6
SUBJECT:  Language Arts/Reading 
OBJECTIVES:  SPI 0601.5.4 Identify examples of persuasive devices (i.e., bandwagon, loaded terms, testimonial, name-calling). 
SPI 0601.7.2 Select the visual image that best reinforces a viewpoint or enhances a presentation.  
SPI 0601.2.6 Determine the most effective methods for engaging an audience during an oral presentation (e.g., making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate).   
ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES:
The 2nd page of this document is the project description and requirements to give to students.  Feel free to insert dates that will be relevant to your class needs or change any requirements or directions.  If you do not want to produce commercials, the poster requirement will still be a great project for students to complete.   
The 3rd page of this document is the sheet students must turn in for approval of their project ideas.  This has to be turned in and approved before students can begin working on their posters.  This is a good way to check for student understanding of the project requirements.  It is also helpful to keep these and refer to them as students make their presentations.  
The 4th page of this document is a handout to give to students concerning making oral presentations.  These tips can be discussed as a class.  They show how to make presentations more effective and engaging.  This handout can be used for any oral presentation, not just this project.  There is also a hip-hop song online about public speaking.  Lyrics are included on the page and you can listen to it for free http://www.educationalrap.com/73/public-speaking.html      

The last page of this document is a presentation evaluation form.  These can be given to a few or all students before a student makes his/her presentation.  It is important to explain beforehand that only the name of the person making the presentation should be written on the form.  Also, you may want to explain what constructive criticism is and the importance of making fair evaluations.  You may want to review completed evaluations before giving them to students.  After a student is finished with his/her presentation, allow students to ask the presenter questions.  
Propaganda Project
Propaganda is how writers and advertisers use your feelings and emotions to persuade you to agree with them.  There are several propaganda techniques.  We have learned the following four:  Bandwagon (everyone else is doing it and you should too!), testimonial (a person who has used the product and is telling about his/her experience), loaded words (words that cause a strong feeling), and name calling (showing a competitor in a negative way – this technique may not be used for this project). 

Assignment:  Design a product and a print advertisement.  It must be something that does NOT already exist.  Try to think of a product that would be helpful to our everyday lives or would be fun to have.  Remember, you need to choose a product that people would like and want to buy.  You must turn in your product idea and a rough drawing of the ad for approval before you can work on your final advertisement.  You will make a poster (small or large) advertisement of the product using at least one of the propaganda techniques to try to sell it.  You will present the product idea and ad to the class.

Requirements:  


*Turn in a product idea and rough drawing by __date?__ for approval.  (25 points)

*Turn in an advertisement (on poster) with picture of product and propaganda technique clearly identified by __date?__.  Make it interesting and colorful.  Make us want to buy it!!  (45 points)

*Present ad and product to the class starting __date?__.  (30 points)
You may type and print the information and paste it onto the poster instead of writing it if you want.  It is a lot neater typed! 
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After all presentations, we will choose the 2 products we believe will be easiest and most interesting to use to make a commercial. We will write a script and plan how to produce a commercial for each product.   
EXAMPLE 
of loaded words 
technique and 
original product 

idea

Name  ______________________________________      Date  _______________________
Due by ______________________________

What is the name of your product?
What does the product do?  What is its function or purpose?

What propaganda technique(s) do you plan to use in your ad?
Who is your audience?  Who are you trying to sell the product to?

How much does it cost?  (Do not include the price on your poster.)

Draw a rough sketch of your ad on the back of this paper.

Please write down any questions you have for me or things you don’t understand concerning the project requirements.  ___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Things to consider when making an oral presentation
· Make eye contact with your audience or listeners.  This makes everyone feel involved and included.  
· Speak clearly and in a way that is easily understood.  Do not whisper but do not yell either.  Do not mumble.  Speak at a pace that is not too fast or too slow. 

· Emphasize where needed.  It may be appropriate for you to repeat your main point(s) several times and/or at the end of your presentation.

· Use visuals, graphics, and/or pictures.  These make your presentation easier to understand, more interesting, and eye-catching.
· Be prepared.  Have all materials, visuals, notes, etc. ready before you present.  

· Use notes sparingly and only as needed.  If you do use notes, do NOT read them word for word.  Anyone can READ your information.  You need to PRESENT it to others.  If you get nervous easily, you may want to have notes, but just to fall back on in case you forget what to do or say.    
· Know your information or topic very well.  You are the expert.  If you are trying to persuade people or make them believe in what you are presenting, you need to know your information.  
· Practice your presentation.  The more you review your information and practice, the better your presentation will be.  Practice your presentation in front of your parents, siblings, friends, the mirror, dog, or anyone that will listen! 
· Ask for questions after you finish your presentation.  This will allow you to clarify and help your audience further understand the information you have presented.
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Name of presenter ________________________________         Date _____________________

Please circle yes or no in answer to the following questions:

Was it clear what propaganda technique(s) the presenter used?
YES

NO
Was it clear what the product was?
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NO 

Was it clear who the audience was or who he/she was

 trying to sell the product to?





YES

NO
Could you understand the presenter as he/she spoke?

YES 

NO
Do you still have questions?  Is there something




you didn’t understand?






YES

NO

Comments/Helpful suggestions:  __________________________________________________
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Love a Christmas tree, but hate having to put it up and take it down every year??  Then, get the all-new UMBRELLA TREE!!
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At the push of a button, your tree will fall right into place every time!  NO hassle!  NO mess!








