CONTENT STANDARD 5.0 LOGIC
Grade Level Expectations

GLE 0601.5.1 Distinguish among facts and opinions, evidence, and inferences.
State Performance Indicators 

	Materials needed:

· Article “The Potato Chip” 

· Sequence Flowchart



	Assessment Activity Title:     Sequence Flowchart



	Description of Activity:

  1.  Discuss sequence.  Tell students sequence means a logical order of items.

  2.  Have students read “The Potato Chip.”  As they read, they should mark any

       signal words that indicate order of time or importance.

  3.  After reading the article, students will place events on the Sequence

       Flowchart. 
Assignment Extensions:

    Given a second article, students will sequence the events of the text on a 

     sequence flowchart.




Sequencing: The Potato Chip (5.0)

Materials:
· “The Potato Chip” article

· Sequence flowchart

· Chart

· Marker
Description:
Sequence of events is important to text comprehension.  Identifying the order in which events occur assists students in retaining the information presented.
Step-by-Step:
  1.  Before beginning the lesson, draw a flowchart on the chart paper.
  2.  Tell participants the sequence of events is important to understanding the text.  

        Sequence places events in a logical order.  Signal words may be used to suggest the 

        order. Some examples of signal words include first, next, finally.

  3.  Give each participant a copy of the article, “The Potato Chip.”  Ask participants

       to read the article, marking signal words as they read.

  4.  After reading the article, ask participants to identify the first event in the article.

  5.  Record their response on the chart.

  6.  Give each participant a copy of the Sequence flowchart.  Ask the participants to

       record the events from the article on their paper.

  7.  When participants have had time to complete their flowchart, ask them to share

       the events in the order they occurred.

  8.  To close, tell participants that the order or sequence of events in text contributes

       to comprehension of the material read.
Name ______________________________________

SEQUENCE






The Potato Chip

1853


Ah, summer in Saratoga Springs, Queen of Spas!  Reading the papers on the verandah of the Grand Union Hotel, a promenade up Broadway in the shade of the elm tree, and then a short carriage ride over to the Saratoga Racetrack to watch the thoroughbreds.  Later, perhaps a few hands of piquet at Morrissey’s Casino with the other robber barons – but first!  First comes dinner at Moon’s.

Moon’s Lake House was the choicest location for afternoon tea or dinner.  At Moon’s, millionaires rubbed shoulders with shop clerks and schoolteachers, ministers and dressmakers.  It was first come, first served, and no matter if you were a Vanderbilt, you had to wait your turn.  And they waited.


Because back in the kitchen was a chef named George Crum.  Now, Crum was a touchy fellow:  one half-cup Indian, a quarter-cup black, another quarter-cup Spanish, and a teaspoon of Something Else Again.  In his early days, he had worked as a hunter and guide in the nearby Adirondack Mountains and there made the acquaintance of a French gentleman who taught him the mysterious secrets of la cuisine.  And now here he was at the most famous restaurant in the United States, making the bigwigs wait.

 
Now, on one summer evening in 1853, one of the patrons sent his French-fried potatoes back to the kitchen.  This was a new and popular side dish, with the potatoes cut in thick slices and fried in a skillet.


“Not cooked enough,” the diner complained. “Too thick.”


Some chefs don’t much care for picky diners.  And George Crum was one of those chefs.  But he sliced up another potato, thinner this time.


The plate came back again. “Too thick.  Not cooked enough.”


Well, that did it.  Crum sliced a potato into paper-thin coins, tossed them into boiling oil, and let them cook until they were hard.  Then he doused them with salt and sent the potatoes back into the dining room.  No one could say there was any cooking left to be done on them now!  Crum went back to his stoves, awaiting the reaction.


The reaction was: “More, please. More of those Saratoga chips.”


Within days, the Saratoga chip was all the rage.  Before long, other restaurants in Saratoga were serving the chips, and then other restaurants in New York, and then other restaurants in the United State, and then . . . And then the Saratoga chip lost its hometown moniker and became known simply as the potato chip.
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