Color-Coded Webbing (3.0)

Materials:
· Sample essay sample_essay GLE 0601.3.2 .pdf (more essays are available at http://jc-schools.net/writeaway/Grade8-2008.pdf) 
· 1 green octagon per student

· 4 yellow triangles per student

· 4 blue Squares per student

· 4 orange ovals per student 
Description:
The step in the writing process often overlooked by students is prewriting.  Research shows that this step is one of the most important steps for organized, thoughtful writing.  This activity provides teachers a hands-on approach to prewriting and will certainly appeal to the visuals learners.
Step-by-Step:
1.  Tell participants the structure of the basic five-paragraph essay is:



1.  Introductory paragraph



2.  Body paragraph




3.  Body paragraph



4.  Body paragraph



5.  Concluding paragraph

2.   Ask participants: 

          
What would you ask students to do before writing an essay?  

          
 (Organize their thoughts using a prewriting strategy such as clustering,

           
 mapping, webbing, or listing)


Why should students prewrite before beginning their writing?

3.  Divide participants into groups of three.  Give each group a sample essay.  Tell them 

     they will take this essay and work backward to uncover the prewriting process.

4.  Tell participants to draw a box around the introductory paragraph and then draw

     another box around the concluding paragraph.  Next, they should draw a circle 

     around each of the body paragraphs. 

5.  Give each group one green octagon, four yellow triangles, four blue squares, and four

     orange ovals.  Tell participants to write:

· the subject of the essay on the green octagon,

· the main idea of the first body paragraph on one of the yellow triangles,

· the supporting details of the first body paragraph on each of the remaining yellow triangles,

· the main ideas of the second body paragraph on one of the blue squares,

· the supporting details of the second body paragraph on each of the remaining blue squares,

· the main idea of the third body paragraph on one of the orange ovals, and

· the supporting details of the third body paragraph on each of the remaining orange ovals.

6.  Tell each group to organize their pieces into a web for the essay.

7.  To close, tell participants that deconstructing the sample essay illustrates the 

     organization of the essay in a visual way for students.  This process also

     demonstrates the importance of organizing ideas before beginning to write.
CONTENT STANDARD 3.0 WRITING
Grade Level Expectations

    GLE 0601.3.2 Employ a variety of prewriting strategies.

State Performance Indicators 

    SPI 0601.3.3 Complete a graphic organizer (i.e., clustering, listing, mapping,

      webbing) with information from notes for a writing selection.
	Materials needed:

     (Per student):  Sample essay, 1 green octagon, 4 yellow triangles, 4 blue squares, 4 orange ovals, 1 sheet of 9x12 white construction paper
Sample Essay

	Assessment Activity Title:  Color-coded Web



	Description of Activity:

  1.  Discuss the structure of the five paragraph essay including the

       introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and the concluding

       paragraph.

  2.  Distribute sample essays to students and ask them to put a box

       around the introductory paragraph and the concluding paragraph.

       Ask students to circle each of the three body paragraphs. 

  3.  Using the sample essay, students identify the subject of the essay and

       write it on a green octagon.  Next identify the main idea of each of the

       body paragraphs.  Write the first body paragraph’s main idea on a 

       yellow triangle, the second body paragraph’s main ideas on a blue

       square, and the third body paragraph’s main idea on an orange oval.

  4.  For the first paragraph identify the supporting details.  Write each detail

       on a yellow triangle.  Repeat this for the second and third paragraph.

  5.  Take each of the shapes and organize them to create a web on white 

       paper.

  6.  Discuss the organization to the essay as it relates to the web.
Assignment Extensions:

    Given a writing prompt, students will create a color-coded web as described

     above using their ideas.  Using the web they will then write the essay.











