CONTENT STANDARD 4.0 RESEARCH
Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0801.4.1 Define and narrow a problem or research topic.

· GLE 0801.4.3 Make distinctions about the credibility, reliability, consistency, strengths, and limitations of resources, including information gathered from Web sites.

State Performance Indicators 

     •    SPI 0801.4.2 Identify levels of reliability among resources (e.g., 

          eyewitness account, newspaper account, supermarket tabloid account, 

          Internet source).
     •    SPI 0801.4.3 Determine the most appropriate research source for a given

          research topic.

	Materials needed:

· Packets of source cards for each small group(16 cards/set).



	Assessment Activity Title:  Civil War Reliability Sort



	Description of Activity:
1. Discuss with students the difference between primary and secondary sources.

2. Give sets of small cards containing various sources to small groups. (Note:  The National Enquirer source is fictional.  Its purpose is to help students understand the importance of evaluating validity.).

3. Tell groups to categorize cards into primary and secondary sources.  Then discuss the benefits and drawbacks of both kinds of sources.  Next have students rank the sources in a continuum from the most reliable to the least reliable.  Facilitate large group discussion about how groups categorized the cards and ranked the validity of the sources.  Ask students to select the three most unreliable sources and the three most reliable sources and justify their responses.

4. Next, students should narrow the topic from the Civil War in general to a more specific focus.  Looking at the cards available for resources, they should work with their group to identify three focused topics and select at least two sources that might be used with that research.  Ask groups to share and justify their topics and sources.

Assignment Extensions:

      Have students bring information (works cited) about the sources they have used for research and place them on a similar continuum.


· SPI 0801.4.4 Distinguish between primary (i.e., interviews, letters, diaries, newspapers, autobiographies, personal narratives) and secondary (i.e., reference books, periodicals, Internet, biographies, informational texts) sources.
Distinguishing Between Primary and Secondary Sources &

Analyzing Impact and Validity of Sources – Civil War Sort (4.0)

Materials:
· Sets of source cards for each small group

Description:
This activity is designed to help students distinguish between primary and secondary sources as well as analyze the impact of validity of sources used in research.

Step-by-Step:
1. With the flood of material and sources available to students today, we as teachers must help students distinguish between reliable and unreliable information.  We must teach kids to be good consumers of information.  This starts by helping them understand the difference between primary and secondary sources, but it extends far beyond that to helping them learn to narrow research topics and then select the most credible sources for use in their research.   (Briefly review the difference between primary and secondary sources to make sure participants know which is which.)

2. Let’s begin by distinguishing between primary and secondary sources. We’ll use the Civil War as our broad topic. Each group will get a bag of cards.  Each card will have a source on it. Work with the members of your group to sort the cards into two groups:  primary sources and secondary sources.  When groups finish, discuss which cards contain primary sources and which contain secondary.  Then discuss why primary sources are good to use and what some of the problems associated with them could be (only one perspective, would be colored by emotion, could be biased, may not be an accurate portrayal of events as a whole, etc.).  Then discuss the good/bad points of secondary sources.
3. Tell participants that now we are going to organize the cards in a continuum from the most reliable source to the least reliable source.  They should be able to justify their organization of the cards.  Before starting, discuss whether we should include the primary sources in the continuum.  As a large group, decide whether to use all cards or just secondary source cards.  Once they rank their cards, they should be able to justify their rankings.  Ask a few groups to share their rankings and justifications.  Groups probably will not have exactly the same rankings of the cards, which is fine.  However, all groups should have identified the three least reliable sources and why.
4. Now, let’s think about narrowing the topic from the Civil War in general to a more specific focus.  Looking at the cards available for resources, work with your group to identify three focused topics and select at least two resources that might  be used with that research.  Give groups a few minutes to work.  Then ask for volunteers to share.  
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