Writing a newspaper article for caption pictures Lesson Plan
OVERVIEW:  This lesson is an extension activity for the writing captions PowerPoint lesson.  After students better understand captions and have written captions for several pictures, they can now relate a picture with a caption to a newspaper article.  Students can complete this activity individually or in groups.    
GRADE LEVEL:  6
SUBJECT:  Language Arts/Reading
OBJECTIVES:  
SPI 0601.6.7 Recognize that purpose determines text format.

GLE 0601.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

  0601.3.6 Develop relevant details or reasons in a manner that meets the needs of the audience and purpose.    
  0601.6.8 Recognize that print format varies according to purpose and genre (e.g., prose, poetry, newspaper/magazine, letters, dramas, technical manuals, textbooks). 
MATERIALS:  several article examples from newspapers, copies of Holt Elements of Language textbook for each student, copies of article template (p. 2 of this document), paper, pencils, copies of caption pictures from PowerPoint 
ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES:
1. As a class, read several newspaper articles and analyze the format they are written in.  Discuss the headlines, bylines, lead paragraph, etc.  Point out the difference between writing a story and an article.  Also, discuss non-fiction writing as opposed to fiction writing.
2. The Holt Elements of Language textbook has information on ideas in photographs on pp. 147-150.  This would be good to read as a class and discuss how photographs can change people’s ideas or perceptions about a topic.  These pages also cover captions.

3. Also, the Holt Elements of Language textbook has some information on writing a news article that would be very beneficial to read and discuss together on pp. 58-73.  It won’t be necessary to review all the information on these pages but find what would be necessary for your students’ needs and ability levels.

4. As a class, choose one picture and caption from the PowerPoint presentation to write a newspaper article about.  

5. Follow all steps outlined on the article template and write one article together.

6. Assign or allow students to choose a picture and caption to write an article.  This can be done individually or in groups.

7. Give each student or group a copy of the picture and a copy of the article template.

8. Collect student work and assess.

9. After assessing student work, you can edit the articles or you can have students edit their own articles.

10. If you have access to a computer lab, you could have students type their articles (without the template guide) and include the picture with a caption.  It would be great for them to have a finished product just like the newspaper.

*If students need further practice, cut out pictures from newspapers, with captions included, and have them write articles to go along with the pictures.  Also, students could bring in their own pictures and write captions and news articles for them.  On pp. 29 and 39 of the Prentice Hall literature book, there are writing news report activities that are linked to the stories “Stray” and “The Homecoming”.
Name(s)  ___________________________________________        Date  ______________________________

Directions:  Write a newspaper article to accompany your picture with a caption.
Newspaper articles are written differently from stories.  A newspaper article includes all the important information in the first paragraph.  The reason for this is readers often only read the first paragraph of an article, which is why all the important information must be first. 
Headline:  Title of the article.  It should be accurate but interesting.
Byline:  The author of the article.
Lead paragraph: This paragraph introduces and summarizes the topic.  It tells the 5 W’s and H which are:  Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How.  The first sentence should capture the reader’s attention.
Explanation:  The paragraph(s) following the lead paragraph further explain and describe the topic.  These paragraphs may include quotes and more details.  These paragraphs should answer any questions a reader may still have after reading the lead paragraph.  Also, these paragraphs may answer:  What are the effects of the event?  How do people feel about the event?  Tell the most important details first followed by the less important and then least important details. 
