Word Sorts

Materials
· Bags of prefix (2) and suffix (1) sorts
Description
Sorting is a wonderful activity to develop vocabulary and comprehension skills.  It works because students actively become involved in how words, processes, formulas, and concepts are connected within the content.  In classes where sorts are used regularly, students look forward to learning new words and begin thinking about where they fit with what they already know.  As students manipulate words, they learn to use what they know about them and make new connections that transfer to their reading and writing.  
Step-by-Step

1. Randomly give out sorts to groups of two.  Some will work with scientific prefixes, some with common prefixes, and others with suffixes.

2. Tell them one card has a prefix or suffix and a word with that affix; the other card has a definition or meaning for the affix.

3. They are to match the affix to its meaning.

4. To close, tell participants there are several kinds of sorts.  This was a closed sort, which is the one most used.  There are open sorts in which the teacher provides only the words, and students decide the sort categories based on the words they have.  There are speed sorts, a timed sort.  Students can record the time it takes to sort and then try to beat their own record.  Blind sorts are auditory closed sorts in which the teacher calls out the words.  The students point to or say the categories they see listed on the worksheet, board, or overhead. In writing sorts, students have a sorting card with key words written as column headers.  They write words under the appropriate categories as the teacher calls them out.
CONTENT STANDARD 1.0 LANGUAGE
Course Level Expectations

· CLE 3001.1.2, CLE 3002.1.2, CLE 3003.1.2, CLE 3005.1.2 Employ a variety of strategies and resources to determine the definition, pronunciation, etymology, spelling,  and usage of words and phrases.
State Performance Indicators 

· SPI 3001.1.12, SPI 3002.1.14 Use context clues and/or knowledge of roots, affixes, and cognates to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.

· SPI 3003.1.5 Use previously learned techniques such as recognizing cognates, root words, affixes, allusions, and textual contest to identify unfamiliar words.

	Materials needed:
• Copies of laminated affixes sorts for small groups.


	Assessment Activity Title:  Word Sorts



	Description of Activity:

1. Distribute word sorts.

2. Match affixes to their meaning.
Assignment Extensions:
Use sorts for root words, suffixes, and vocabulary      




	Aero

Aerobic, aerospace


	Bio

Biology, biotic

	Cardi, cardio

Cardiac, cardiology


	De

dehydrate

	Exo

Exoskeleton, exocytosis


	Geno

genotype

	Hepato

Heparin, hepatitis


	Inter

Interphase

	Leuc, leuko

Leukemia, leukocyte


	Lyso, lysis

Lysol, lysosome



	Eco

Ecology

	Mort

Mortality, mortician



	Osteo

Osteoarthritis, osteoporosis

	Paleo

Paleontology, Paleolithic

	Pneumo

pneumonia


	Pre

Prehistoric


	Silica

silicosis


	Terra

Terrarium

	Toxi

toxicology


	Tele, telo

Telephone, telophase

	race


	Destruction

	Air, oxygen


	Old

	land

	environment

	lung


	Poison

	Heart


	Between, among


	Outside


	Death

	Sand, glass, crystal
	Before

	Bone


	Removal, separation

	White


	life


