Word Families (1.0)
Materials:

· 2 film canisters per participant

· 1 craft stick per participant

· Word family word sheet

· Real Words/Nonsense words graph

Description:

We are going to build words using consonant and word chunks or word families. Take a consonant out of one of the film canisters. Then take a word family chunk out of the other film canister. Now put the two together to build a word. Read your word. Is your word a real word or a nonsense word? Let’s graph the word.

Step-by-step:

1. Show everyone the word family sticks and tell them to have these pre-made for each student. On one side of the stick, the film canister is labeled “consonant.” The other side is labeled “word family.” 

2. Take a consonant out of the first container. 

3. Then take a word family chunk out of the other side of the container. 

4. Put the two together to build a word. 

5. Now decide if your word is real or nonsense. 

6. Graph your word on the chart.

Explain how the activity can be modified to reach all grade levels. 

· For Kindergarten, have only one word family in the “word family” side. Use all of the consonants to build words with only that word family group. 

· For first and second grade, use blends instead of one consonant.
Tell the participants that during the break, each person will have the opportunity to make their very own word family stick! All of the supplies are on the table. During your break time, come and get the supplies you will need to build your own word family! 

CONTENT STANDARD 1.0 LangUage
Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 000.1.1.2 Employ a variety of strategies to decode words and expand vocabulary. (Kindergarten)

· GLE 0101.1.2 Employ a variety of strategies to decode words and expand vocabulary. (First Grade)

· GLE 0201.1.2 Employ a variety of strategies to decode words and expand vocabulary. (second Grade)

Check for Understanding (()

· ( 0001.1.11 Apply phonics generalizations in order to decode words. (Kindergarten)
· ( 0101.1.10 Show evidence of expanding language through vocabulary growth. (First Grade)
· ( 0201.1.9 Show evidence of expanding language through vocabulary growth. (Second Grade)
	Materials needed:

• film canister

· reproducible label “Word Family”

· word families reproducible

· alphabet reproducible



	Assessment Activity Title:  WE ARE FAMILY (word families)  



	Description of Activity:

Preparation:

Label a film canister with a Word Family label. Add consonants to the film canister.

1. Choose a word family canister.
2. Pull out consonants from the film canister and add that sound to the word family chunk.
3. Read the word.
Assignment Extensions:

Write the word that you have built. Decide if the word is a real word or a nonsense word. Graph the word by real/nonsense word.




Source: 131 Ways to Use Film Containers: To Teach Literacy, Math and Science and Just to Have Fun by Donna White
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My name is _________________________________________.

	Real Words
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All of the other skills that are covered in Standard One are things we already do in our classrooms. I want to share a few more ideas you can use to teach Standard One.
