Validity of Sources

Materials 

· Laminated source cards

Description
Validity of Sources is a way of manipulating sources for evaluation.  It gives students a visual for identifying primary and secondary sources and determining which sources are valid and which ones are not.

Step-by-Step
1. You may need to discuss how to tell the validity of sources.  I like to remember CARS .              

· Credibility—trustworthy source, author’s credentials, organizational support

· Accuracy—up to date, factual, detailed, exact

· Reasonableness—fair, objective, absence of fallacies or slanted tone

· Support—listed sources, contact information

2. Tell the participants to pretend they are doing research on Pearl Harbor.  They have found several sources.  With a partner, they are to decide which ones are valid and which ones are not.

3. Pairs are to line up the cards according to the validity of the source.

4. Let each pair share its first three and its last three.

5. Discuss.  Make sure to identify the sources as primary and secondary.

CONTENT STANDARD 4.0 RESEARCH
Course Level Expectations

· CLE 3001.4.3, CLE 3002.4.3, CLE 3003.4.3, CLE 3005.4.3 Make distinctions about the credibility, reliability, consistency, strengths, and limitations of resources, including information gathered from Websites.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 3001.4.3, SPI 3002.4.3, SPI 3003.4.3 Evaluate the reliability and

           credibility of sources for use in research.

	Materials needed:
• Envelopes containing laminated copies of Reliability Source Cards


	Assessment Activity Title:  Pearl Harbor Validity Continuum



	Description of Activity:
1. Distribute the cards, one set per group. 

2. Set up activity by discussing various types of resources.

3. Ask groups to arrange cards in order from most valid to least valid.

4. Students will discuss the rationale behind their choices.

5. Have groups share top three sources and bottom three sources with the whole class.
Assignment Extensions:

      Have students bring information (works cited) about the sources they have used for research and place them on a similar continuum.



	Entertainment Tonight

“Ben Affleck’s Link to the Real Pearl Harbor”


	Film

Pearl Harbor
	The National Inquirer

“Was the Attack on Pearl Harbor Really a Surprise”

	Book

A Day Aboard a Warship


	Autobiography

I Survived Pearl Harbor
	Diary from a Pearl Harbor Survivor



	Encyclopedia Britannica

“Pearl Harbor”


	The New York Times

Feature Article:  “The Bombing of Pearl Harbor”
	Smithsonian Exhibit

Pearl Harbor Memorabilia and Related Information


	The Discovery Channel

“Pearl Harbor is Attacked”


	Investigation Document

“Pearl Harbor:  An Investigative Report”
	


