Tracking a Dog’s Tale (6.0)

Materials:
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 Copy of Seaman’s Journal by Patricia Reeder Eubank
Large outline map of the U.S.



Stickers of paw prints

Description:
This is an engaging activity that will actively involve students in interpreting information in reference materials and applying this information as they develop their own charts, maps, and timelines. It will also help them develop skills necessary for working in groups.

Step-by-Step:
1. Tell participants that one way to interest students in a particular historical event is through   historical fiction. Share the book Seaman’s Journal with the participants. As the book is long, pick a few pages from the beginning, middle, and end of the book to read aloud.

2. Explain to participants that, at this point, they would divide their students into cooperative groups and supply them with reference materials about the exploration of Lewis and Clark. Since we do not have the reference materials and time needed for this activity, we will complete it as one large group.

3.  Display the large outline map of the U.S.; use a paw print sticker to mark the beginning of the trip. As you mark the map, change the color of the paw prints after each 2 month period. 

4. As the map is completed, ask the following questions:

* How many miles did Lewis and Clark travel in the first 2 months of their journey? 

(When using this activity with your students, you would have to discuss how to measure mileage on a map using a ruler.)

* During which two month period did the expedition travel the most miles? The least? Why do you think this happened?

* Which was longer, the trip to the Pacific Ocean or the return trip home? Why do you think this is so?

*Which part of the trip do you think would have been the most difficult? Why?

5. Explain to the participants that, at this point, each student would choose a particular part of the trip that interested them and write a journal entry similar to Seaman’s that describe the important events during that part of the journey.

6. To close, tell participants that this activity can be used for different historical events, such as the Possums of Plymouth. The possibilities are endless and could be adapted to any grade level.

CONTENT STANDARD 6.0 INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0501.6.1 Apply appropriate skills and strategies to comprehend informational text (e.g., prereading strategies, comprehension strategies, graphic organizers, questioning text).

State Performance Indicators 

· SPI 0501.6.2 Select and use common text features to make meaning from

           text (e.g., headings, key words, graphics, captions, sidebars).

· SPI 0501.6.3 Locate information using available text features (e.g.,               maps, charts, graphics).

	Materials needed:
· Book:  Seaman’s Journal 

· Numerous copies of United States map and one wall map of the United States

· Reference materials

· Copies of paw prints (stickers, stamps, drawings)

	Assessment Activity Title:  Tracking a Dog’s Tale



	Description of Activity:  
1. Read Seaman’s Journal by Patricia Reeder Eubank to the students.

2. Discuss with students the story’s character and the characteristics of a journal.

3. Divide students into groups of four or five.  Allow students to research the travels of Lewis and Clark to find the routes they took.

4. Student groups will be given a map of the United States and asked to mark the travels of Lewis and Clark with paw prints.  To note the distance traveled, have students follow the route for a two/three month period of time. Students will vary the color of the paw prints to note the various changes in time. The completed tracking will create a time line of the traveled route.  

5. Each student in the group will write journal entries that include information for the various colored paw print routes/timeline noting important events which occurred during that period of time. 

Assignment Extensions:  Have students report or create a dramatic presentation of a specific event which occurred during the travels.  Students may recreate another explorer’s travels by using a different animal (ex. The Jaybird at Jamestown, The Possums of Plymouth, The Armadillo of the Alamo).  

     


