The Riddler (1.0)

Materials:

· White boards/expo marker/eraser or paper

· Word Wall index cards with: 

They’re

There

Their

Description:

Commonly misused and misspelled words cause frequent difficulty for students.  This activity provides students with an opportunity to practice/reinforce their use of such misused words with the use of the word wall.  This also impresses upon teachers and students that the word wall is a teaching resource and not just a decoration in the classroom.  

Step-by-Step:

1.
Place the index cards included in the kit on the wall.

2.
Impress upon participants the use of the word wall as a resource for word usage and vocabulary development.  Explain words can be added on a frequent basis that can include new vocabulary in a variety of subject areas, those common to a particular story, commonly confused and misspelled words, etc.

3.
Tell participants that you are going to give them a riddle which can be answered by one of the words on the word wall.

4.
Wipe off boards have been included in each participant’s bag with a marker and small eraser.  Ask them to take out their wipe off board and when they think they have found the word that answers the riddle, write it on their board.

5.
Tell them “I am a troublesome word.  I am a homophone.  Therefore, I can be one of three words on our word wall.”  

6.
“I am always a part of a group that is combined with a helping word.  One of my letters has been taken away to make this word.”  (they’re)

7.
Have participants show their answers.  Erase them and prepare for the next word.

8.
“Look at the words again and remember that I am a homophone to the word you’ve just used.  I name a place that is not always close to you.”  (there)

9.
Have participants write and share their responses.  Erase them and prepare for the final word.

10.
“Let’s find the final homophone that can answer this riddle, I can be a personal pronoun or show ownership for a group of people.”  (their)

11.
Explain that the activity can be used to assist students in building vocabulary skills and spelling accuracy.

12.
Provide participants with blank index cards and have them create sets of words which could utilize this strategy.

CONTENT STANDARD 1.0 LANGUAGE  

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0301.1.1 Demonstrate knowledge of Standard English usage, mechanics, and spelling.

State Performance Indicators 

· SPI 0301.1.8 Choose the correct formation of contractions and plurals          

within context.   

· SPI 0301.1.12  Choose correctly (or incorrectly) spelled words in 

context.

· SPI 0301.1.14 Recognize usage errors occurring within context (i.e. 

negatives, troublesome words:  to/too/two; their/there/they’re).                      
	Materials needed:
· Classroom word wall
· Individual wipe off boards, erasers and markers



	Assessment Activity Title:  The Riddler


	Description of Activity:
1. Have students focus their attention to the classroom word wall.

2. Explain that you are going to give them a riddle which can be answered by one of the words on the word wall.

3. Teacher says, “When you think you have found the correct word, write it on your wipe off board.”

4. “I am a troublesome word.  Since I am a homophone, I can be one of three words on the wall.  If you take away one of my letters, my spelling will change.  I am always a part of a group that is combined with a helping word.”  (they’re)

5. “Another time I can name a place that is not always close to you.” (there)
6. “Finally, I can be a personal pronoun or a word that shows ownership for a group of people.”  (their)

Assignment Extensions:

  The teacher may continue to provide students with additional homophones/ contractions/plurals, or have students create personal riddles which feature troublesome words on the word wall.
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