Selecting a Research Topic using

A House for Hermit Crab (4.0)
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Materials:
· Book  A House for Hermit Crab  by Eric Carle 
· Small sticky notes

· Picture of Hermit Crab

· Markers

· Chart paper

Description:

Students are going to learn what the word research means and how to select one topic to research.  With adult assistant they can narrow a topic and find ways to gather information.

Step-by-Step:

1. Show the participants the book and begin by identifying the title and author.  Read the book aloud. 

2. Explain that this book is always interesting to children and many lessons can be taught from this book, but today we are going to use it as a lead in to research.

3. Let children identify if this book is fact or fiction.  Even though the book is fiction, there are real ocean animals like the ones in the book.

4. In a classroom setting, the students can choose a favorite ocean animal from the book.  With adult assistance they can research, gather information, about this animal by using books from the library, and the internet.

5. Brainstorm with participants the meaning of the word research on chart paper.

6. Due to the restriction of books and internet, today we are going to research Hermit Crabs. 

7. Divide the class into five groups.

8. Each group will be given one hermit crab folder and a picture of a hermit crab and sticky notes.

9. Give the participants time to find out as many facts as they can about a Hermit Crab, write the answers on sticky notes to decorate and attach to their Hermit Crab. 

10. Find images of hermit crabs on the internet using search engines such as Google Images that generate several student-friendly images (i.e., http://thecoloringspot.com/images/oceanpix/hermit-crab.gif ).

CONTENT STANDARD 4.0 RESEARCH 

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0001.4.1 To define and narrow a research question appropriate to grade level and ability.

·  GLE 0001.4.2 Select a source necessary to answer a research question.

Check for Understanding (()

· ( 0001.4.1 Narrow research question so that the research process is manageable.
	Materials needed:

· A House for Hermit Crab by Eric Carle

· Laminated pictures of ocean animals.



	Assessment Activity Title:  What is Research?

                                                Selecting a Topic



	Description of Activity:
1. Read A House for Hermit Crab.
2. Define the word “research” to the students. 

3. Show pictures of ocean animals in book and ask the students which animal they would like to research and gain new information.
4. Let each child select an ocean animal they want to research.

Assignment Extensions:

· Let students make ocean animal habitat.
Students color and cut out ocean animals.  Give each child a blank sheet of paper and ask them to draw, or paint, the ocean floor and shore line. The students glue animals to the ocean.  Using a paint brush, spread glue on the bottom of the ocean and sprinkle sand over glue to create the ocean floor.
· Have students ask their parents if they have researched anything recently; e.g. bought a new car, computer, etc.  What types of research did they do before their purchase?
· Find images of hermit crabs on the internet using search engines such as Google Images that generate several student-friendly images (i.e., http://thecoloringspot.com/images/oceanpix/hermit-crab.gif ).




Intro to Land Hermit Crabs
Coenobita clypeatus, or Land Hermit Crabs have become an extremely popular, low maintenance pet over the years.  They can be found throughout the Western Atlantic and are common from the southern tip of Florida throughout the Caribbean. They live near water only returning to sea to lay their eggs.  
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Typical Hermit Crab environment 

A Land Hermit Crab is a decapods crustacean.  This means they have 10 legs like a shrimp.  If ever viewed outside of their protective seashell they reside in one can see they have a very soft abdomen. This abdomen is coiled to fit inside the chambers of the seashell.  They can range in size from about a 1/4" all the way up to about the size of a softball.  
When in their protective seashells there are no distinguishing features between male and female hermit crabs. 
