Roll a Question (5.0)

Material
· 5 dice (one for each group)
· Question sheet

· Video clips (Suggested: Remember the Titans; Top Gun; Elizabeth)
· Handout of speeches from video clips

Description

Roll a Question is a good strategy for group discussion.  Everyone must answer or extend an answer and take part in the discussion.  

Step-by-Step
1. Ask participants to look at the question sheet to set a purpose for reading.   

2. Watch the video clips.

3. Each group will discuss the fallacies in argument and persuasive devices in the clips using the roll a question questions.

· Each person rolls the die and answers the question that the number on the die indicates.

· If you roll the same question number as someone else, you must EXTEND their answer—not repeat it.
Video clips

 Remember the Titans begin with Denzel Washington’s speech at the Gettysburg cemetery as he says, “Anybody know what this place is? And end with “…maybe we’ll learn to play this game like men.”

Top Gun begin with Commander Heatherly introducing Metcalf, “Now, I’d like to take this opportunity…” and end with Goose saying, “Nice going.”

Elizabeth (if we use) begin with Elizabeth saying, “If there is no uniformity…” and ending with her saying, “Let that be your conscience also.”
CONTENT STANDARD 5.0 LOGIC
Course Level Expectations

· CLE 3001.5.1, CLE 3002.5.1, CLE 3003.5.1, CLE 3005.5.1 Evaluate an argument, considering false premises, logical fallacies, and the quality of evidence presented.

· CLE 3001.5.2, CLE 3002.5.2, CLE 3003.5.2, CLE 3005.5.2 Analyze the logical features of an argument.

· CLE 3001.5.3, CLE 3002.5.3, CLE 3003.5.3, CLE 3005.5.3 Analyze written and oral communication for persuasive devices.

State Performance Indicators 

· SPI 3001.5.1, SPI 3002.5.1, SPI 3003.5.1 Select the persuasive device used in an ad or a speech (i.e., bandwagon, loaded words, testimonials, name calling, plain folks, misuse of statistics, transfer, card stacking).

· SPI 3002.5.8, SPI 3003.5.5 Select a rebuttal statement that best refutes the writer’s viewpoint.
· SPI 3001.5.7, SPI 3002.5.9, SPI 3003.5.7 Distinguish the strongest or weakest point of an argument.
	Materials needed:
· Video clips of speeches (Remember the Titans, Top Gun, Elizabeth)
· Questions for Roll a Question

· Dice (one for each group of 4 or 5)


	Assessment Activity Title:  Roll A Question



	Description of Activity:

4. Ask students to look at the question sheet to set a purpose for reading.   

5. Watch the video clips.

6. Each group will discuss the clips, fallacies in argument, and persuasive devices using the roll a question questions.

· Each person rolls the die and answers the question that the number on the die indicates.

· If you roll the same question number as someone else, you must EXTEND their answer—not repeat it.
Assignment Extensions:

Have students write a speech using one of the persuasive devices or fallacies.


Roll-A-Question

Directions: With the people at your table or a partner, answer the following questions.  Each person is to roll the die and answer the question that the number on the die indicates.  If you roll the same number as someone else, please extend his/her answer.  

1. Think about the speeches and distinguish the strongest and weakest point of each.
2. Create a rebuttal statement that best refutes the writer’s viewpoint.

3. How did each speaker use his/her voice and body language to persuade?
4. Each speaker used a different kind of argument to persuade.  Discuss how each persuasive argument is different.
5. In your opinion, which argument is most persuasive? Why?
6. What was the main idea of each speech/passage?
Denzel Washington in Remember the Titans

Anybody know what this place is? This is Gettysburg. This is where they fought the Battle of Gettysburg. Fifty thousand men died right here on this field, fightin' the same fight that we're still fightin' amongst ourselves today.

This green field right here was painted red, bubblin' with the blood of young boys, smoke and hot lead pourin' right through their bodies. Listen to their souls, men:

'I killed my brother with malice in my heart. Hatred destroyed my family.'
You listen. And you take a lesson from the dead. If we don't come together, right now, on this hallowed ground, we too will be destroyed -- just like they were. I don't care if you like each other or not. But you will respect each other. And maybe -- I don't know -- maybe we'll learn to play this game like men.

Captain Mike “Viper” Metcalf in Top Gun

Commander Heatherly (Jester): Now, I'd like to take this opportunity to introduce you to our Commanding Officer at Top Gun -- very first man to win the Top Gun trophy. You will not find a finer fighter pilot anywhere in the world: Commander Mike Metcalf -- callsign "Viper." 

Metcalf: Gentlemen, you are the top 1% of all naval aviators -- the elite, the BEST of the best. We'll make you better. Fly at least two combat missions a day, attend classes in between, and evaluations of your performance. Now in each combat sequence you're going to meet a different challenge. Every encounter is going to be much more difficult. We're going to teach you to fly the F-14 right to the edge of the envelop, faster than you've ever flown before -- and more dangerous. Now, we don't make policy here, gentlemen. Elected officials, civilians, do that. We are the instruments of that policy. And although we're not at war, we must always act as though we are at war. 

Goose: [to Maverick] What are you doing? 

Metcalf: ...We're the tip of the spear. 

Maverick: I'm just wondering -- 

Metcalf: And you best be sharp. 

Maverick: -- who's the best? 

Metcalf: In case some of you wonder who the best is, they're up here on this plaque on the wall. The best driver and his RIO [Radar Intercept Officer] from each class has his name on it. And they have the option to come back here to be Top Gun instructors. You think you're name's going to be on that plaque? [to Maverick]. 
Maverick: Yes, sir. 

Metcalf: That's pretty arrogant considering the company you're in. 

Maverick: Yes, sir. 

Metcalf: I like that in a pilot. Just remember when it's over out there, we're all on the same team. Gentlemen, this school is about combat. There are no points for second place. Dismissed. 

Goose: [to Maverick] Nice going. 

Cate Blanchett in Elizabeth

Elizabeth: If there is no uniformity of religious belief here, then there can only be fragmentation, disputes, and quarrels. Surely, my lords, it is better to have a single Church of England—a single Church of England, with a common prayer book, and a common purpose. I ask you to pass this Act of Uniformity not for myself, but for my people, who are my only care. 

Clergyman 1: Madam, by this Act, by this Act you force us to relinquish our allegiance to the Holy Father. 

Elizabeth: How can I force you, Your Grace? I am a woman I have no desire to make windows into men's souls. I simply ask, can any man, in truth, serve two masters and be faithful to both? 

Clergyman 2: Madam, this, this is heresy! 

Clergyman 3: It is heresy, indeed. 

Elizabeth: No, Your Grace. This is common sense, which is a most English virtue. 

Clergyman 4: Your Majesty would improve all these matters, if you would agree to marry. 

Clergyman 2: Aye, marry. 

Elizabeth: Aye, but marry who, Your Grace? Would you give me some suggestion? For some say "France" and others "Spain" and some cannot abide foreigners at all. So, I'm not sure how best to please you, unless I marry one of each. Clergyman 5: Now Your Majesty does make fun of the sanctity of marriage. Elizabeth: I do not think you should lecture me on that, my lord, since you, yourself, have been twice divorced -- and are now upon your third wife. Each of you must vote according to your conscience. But remember this: In your hands, upon this moment lies the future happiness of my people and the peace of this realm. Let that be upon your conscience also.

