Rings of Inspiration (3.0)

Materials:


Whiteboards, erasers, and wipe off markers for each student pair

            Hula Hoops or grouping rings

            Yardsticks for each whiteboard

            Large sheet of white paper

Description:

Students often find it difficult to determine both the main idea and reasonable order of items for supportive paragraphs in a written piece.  This activity provides them with an opportunity to take a topic and develop it thoroughly as a group.  Finally, they are called upon to create their own written piece based upon the group discussion and ideas.

Step-by-Step:

1.
Share the book A Day with No Math by Marilyn Kaye with the students.

2.
As you read, have students consider how critical math is in our daily activities.
3.
After reading, write “A World without Math” on a whiteboard.
4.
Divide students into pairs and provide each pair with a whiteboard, eraser, and marker.
5.
Say:  “What areas of our daily routine would be affected if there was no math in the world?” (guiding question)
6.
Ask students to write their responses on the boards.
7.
Have students move to a large facility, such as the gymnasium.  You will need to take Hula Hoops or grouping rings and yardsticks with you into the next facility.
8.
Place the whiteboard with title on it on the floor in the center of the facility you use.
9.
Provide each student pair with a yardstick and a Hula Hoop or grouping ring to connect to the central topic, “A World without Math”.
10.
Explain that you want them to place their whiteboards in the Hula Hoop or grouping ring.

11.
Have the students hold their board in front of the group and read what they have written in response to the guiding question.

12.
Have students join with other people who have written similar ideas and discuss a main idea that incorporates all their previous statements.
13.
Students who have grouped together will decide a title (e.g., transportation, grocery shopping, sports) for their shared ideas and write it on one whiteboard to be placed in a Hula Hoop or grouping ring. Connect these to the central theme with a yardstick.
14.
Remaining yardsticks will connect pairs’ whiteboards to the new title.
15.
 As a total group, students will determine a logical order for their supporting ideas.
16.
Ask students to write a paragraph developing their supporting idea.
17.
Have students tape or paste their paragraph on a sheet of chart paper in the agreed upon order.
18.
The teacher will read the completed piece to the students. Finally, as a group, write a beginning and concluding paragraph for the theme “A Day Without Math”.
CONTENT STANDARD 3.0 WRITING

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0501.3.3 Know and apply the steps of the writing process:  prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, evaluating, and publishing.

· GLE 0501.1.1 Demonstrate knowledge of Standard English usage, mechanics, and spelling. (This is a Standard I Language GLE that correlates with this standard).
State Performance Indicators  

     •     SPI 0501.3.11 Rearrange paragraphs in a narrative writing selection in 

           sequential and chronological order.
     •     SPI 0501.3.13 Complete a graphic organizer (i.e., clustering, listing,

           mapping, and webbing) to group ideas for writing.
	Materials needed:
· White boards, erasers and wipe off markers (one for two students)
· Hula Hoops or grouping rings, yard sticks (one for each whiteboard)
· 12-15 yardsticks
· Large sheet of white paper

	Assessment Activity Title:  RINGS OF INSPIRATION 



	Description of Activity:
1. Read the book A Day with No Math by Marilyn Kaye to the class.

2. On the classroom board, write “A World Without Math.”

3. Have students work in pairs using a whiteboard to write about something they feel would change dramatically if there was no math in the world.
4. Have students bring their whiteboards with them into a large space such as the gymnasium.
5. On the floor, place a white board in the center noting “A Day without Math.”

6. Additional Hula Hoops or grouping rings will be put on the floor for each pairs’ whiteboard connected to the center with a yardstick. 

7. Once the whiteboards have been placed, have each pair read what they have written.  As groups hear an idea similar to theirs, have them combine their boards into one hoop or ring.  Have students who have grouped their ideas decide upon a main idea (e.g., transportation, grocery shopping or sports) which would identify the similarities.  Remove all yardsticks that do not connect a hoop.  Write the main idea on a whiteboard and replace the other boards in the circle with it. Arrange whiteboards that were removed in circles around the main idea. Connect them to the main idea with rulers. 

8. In the larger groups, have the students order their main ideas into a logical order for supportive paragraphs.  

9. Students will write a paragraph for their main idea. Then they will place their written paragraph on a large sheet of paper.  

10. As a class, the teacher will lead the students in collectively writing an opening and closing paragraph on the large sheet of paper.

11. The teacher will then read the completed piece to the class. 

Assignment Extensions:

      Use this strategy to write an informational piece. Students will conduct research on individual topics.



