
Reader’s Theatre-Irish Immigrant’s Experience on Ellis Island (8.0) GLE 0601.8.1
Materials: 

· Dreaming of America:  An Ellis Island Story by Eve Bunting  PPT
· Reader’s Theatre instructions

· Script for Two Readers/Dreaming of America

· Copies of “A Mill Worker’s Grievances,” “The Forefather Arrives,”  “The New Colossus,” “You, Whatever You Are,” and Grandfather’s Journey 

Description:
This activity introduces the concept of immigrants’ feelings and thoughts upon seeing Lady Liberty and America for the first time.  The book is about Annie Moore, the first immigrant to actually be processed through Ellis Island on January 1, 1892, her fifteenth birthday.  She and her two brothers had made the journey to America to be reunited with their parents, Matt and Mary Moore, in New York City.  A statue of Annie and her brothers stands on the quay at Cobh (Cove), Ireland, where their journey began.  Another stands on Ellis Island, where their journey ended.  This activity uses the strategy called “Reader’s Theatre” to introduce students to Annie Moore.  This strategy reinforces oral reading fluency and allows students to make connections with historical text in a variety of ways.

Step-by-Step:

· Use overhead transparencies to tell the story of Dreaming of America:  An Ellis Island Story to class.  (book is a little long too read in entirety)
· Refer to Preparing Your Own Scripts.  Go over instructions for preparing a script and point out example from As Far As Mill Springs.
· Look at Dreaming of America’s Script for Two Readers.  Talk with the class about how the narrative was changed into a Script.
· Perform the Script for Two Readers for the class.
· Divide the room into cooperative learning groups.
· Give out different works to class to prepare a Reader’s Theatre Script for homework.  Class will have some time to prepare, but will be given time the next morning to finish.  These will be “A Mill Worker’s Grievances”, “The Forefather Arrives”*, “The New Colossus”, “You, Whoever You Are”, and Grandfather’s Journey.  
· Have groups perform the Reader’s Theatre scripts for the class. 
*Copyright laws prevent including the text of the poem on this cd; however, information for locating it is provided below.

The poem, “The Forefather Arrives” by Norbert Krapf is available at the end of this activity file or at following web address:

http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/unit19/unit19.html
CONTENT STANDARD 8.0 LITERATURE
Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0601.8.1 Read and comprehend a variety of works from various forms of literature.
· GLE 0801.8.2 Understand the characteristics of various literary genres (e.g. poetry, novel, biography, short story, essay, drama)
Language Arts Indicators

· SPI 0601.8.1 Distinguish among various literary genres (e.g. fiction, drama, nonfiction, poetry)

· SPI 0601.8.2 Identify the setting and conflict of a passage.

· SPI 0801.8.10 Identify the kind (s) of conflict present in a literary plot (i.e. person vs. person, person vs. self, person vs. environment. person vs. technology)
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Materials needed:


    Assessment activity:   Reader’s Theatre- Irish Immigrant’s Experience 




On Ellis Island

Preparing Your Own Scripts
Costumes and props are not required, but can be used, if students want to include them.  The students can determine how they want to sit or stand while reading.  They might decide and practice how they want to enter, to leave, what additional sound effects might be added to the script.  Reader’s Theatre can serve as a mini-play.  Students can learn higher order reading comprehension skills, characterization and points of view.  Grammar usage is incorporated by including sentence structure and punctuation.  Finally, oral interpretation skills are polished as students learn to read fluently with expression, voice, and mood.

Students in upper elementary, middle, or high school can be taught to turn any piece of narrative writing into a readers theatre script.  The procedure is as follows:

1. Decide on the passage which will be used from the book or write your own passage.  It can be short or long, depending on what the students want to convey.

2. Decide on the characters who will speak.

3. Decide on which characters will need narrators.

4. Mark narrator parts with N1, N2, etc.

5. Passages, words that indicate what the character is thinking, feeling, or doing can be spoken by that character.  Of course, all dialogue will be spoken by the character.  These parts can be indicated with first letters or letters of the characters’ names.

Example
Pendergraft, Patricia. As Far As Mill Springs. Philomel Books, 1992.

N1-narrator one


N2-narrator two

R-Robert



A-Abiah

N1

/The orphans who lived at the Hixons’ were not fortunate children.  In fact, they 


R








      N1

were/ overworked, underfed and severely punished for small offenses./ It was 

just before Christmas and just after another of the cruel punishments that Robert/

R

              N1

decided to run away./ He was determined to find his real mother and his own

             N2








A

home./ To Robert’s surprise, his young friend, Abiah, follows him./ “Take me with

           N2

A                  

you, “/ she pleads!/ “Anything would be better than going back to that place.”

N1







              R&A

/Robert agrees, then they meet up with Mutt dog and together/ they head for Mill 

Springs, riding the rails and braving cold and hunger.

Dreaming of America: An Ellis Island Story

By Eve Bunting.  BridgeWater Books 2000.  PPT

Annie Moore and her two brothers stood at the ship’s railing, watching Ireland disappear into the mist.  Annie is not quite fifteen years old when she and her brothers leave their home in Ireland and sail for a new world in 1891.  They long to be reunited with their parents, who emigrated to New York three years earlier in search of a better life.  As the SS Nevada carries them across the stormy Atlantic, Annie is fearful.  What if she doesn’t like America?  What if her parents aren’t at the dock when they arrive?  How will she look after her brothers?  It is Annie’s fifteenth birthday when the ship, at last, steams into New York harbor.  As she steps onto the dock and becomes the first immigrant to enter the gleaming new Ellis Island processing center, Annie receives an unforgettable birthday surprise.

SCRIPT FOR TWO READERS

Narrator:
Annie Moore and her two brothers stood at the ship’s railing,



watching Ireland disappear into the mist. 

Annie:
I am not quite fifteen years old when my brothers and I

Narrator:      leave their home in Ireland and sail for a new world in 1891.  They long to be 

Annie:
reunited with our parents, who emigrated to New York three 



years earlier in search of a better life.

Narrator:
As the SS Nevada carries them across the stormy Atlantic,

Annie:
I am fearful.

Narrator:  
What if  

Annie:
I don’t like America?  

Narrator:
What if 

Annie:
my parents aren’t at the dock when we arrive? 

Narrator:
How will  

Annie:
I look after my brothers?

Narrator:
It is Annie’s fifteenth birthday when the ship, 

Annie:
at last, steams into the New York Harbor.

Narrator:
As she steps onto the dock,

Annie:
I become the first immigrant to enter the gleaming new Ellis 



Island processing center, 

N&A:

and, at last, Annie receives an unforgettable birthday surprise!

[image: image1.jpg]A Mill Wofker’s Grievances, 1845

The first petitioner who testified was Eliza R. Hemmingway. She had worked 2
years and 9 months in the Lowell Factories, 2 years in the Middlesex, and 9
months in the Hamilton Corporations. Her employment is weaving,—works by
the piece. The Hamilton Mill manufactures cotton fabrics. The Middlesex,
woolen fabrics. She is now at work in the Middlesex Mills, and attends one loom.
Her wages average from $16 to $23 a month exclusive of board. She
complained of the hours for being too many, and the time for meals too limited.
IN the summer season, the work is commenced at 5 o’'clock, A.M., and continued
till 7 o’clock, P.M., with half an hour for breakfast and three quarters of an hour -
for dinner. The air in the room is considered not to be wholesome. There were
293 small lamps and 61 large lamps lighted in the room in which she worked,
when evening work is required. These lamps are also lighted sometimes in the
morning.—About 130 females, 11 men, and 12 children (between the ages of 11
and 14) work in the with her. She thought the children enjoyed about as good
health as children generally do. The children work but 8 months out of 12. The
other 3 months they must attend school. Thinks that there is no day when there
are less than six of the females out of the mill from sickness. Has known as
many as thirty. She, herself, is out quite often, on account of sickness. There
was more sickness in the Summer than in the Winter months: thought in the
Summer, lamps are not lighted.

SOURCE: Massachusetts House of Representatives, “Report on Hours of Labor,
1845,” Doc. 50, in Documents, 1845 (Boston, 1845), 2-3.





The poem, “The Forefather Arrives” by Norbert Krapf is available at the following web address:  http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/unit19/unit19.html  The author, Norbert Krapf, is a descendant of German immigrants. His writings reflect the experiences his ancestors must have had on arriving in the new world. 

THE FOREFATHER ARRIVES

	He stumbles off the ship America,
parts from the people who
speak the only tongue he's
ever known, and leads a wife
and six children toward the middle
of a dark continent. Eight
pairs of shoes shaped by
the contours of cobbled
Bavarian streets must soon
begin to fall evenly upon
uncultivated ground. Like
a startled rabbit, the woman
cocks her ears for the pealing
of distant churchbells.
the children cling to the man's
overcoat like cockleburrs.
A sailor whose eyes blink
back to the vineyards patching
the banks of the Main River,
he knows he must learn to
navigate this foreign land
by foot. He stares at
the bark of trees he's never
seen, flinches at the songs
of birds he's never heard.
He worries about laying seed
in the soil in the spring.
He sucks in his breath,
puts down one foot at a time. 


The New Colossus



Emma Lazarus

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,

With conquering limbs, astride from land to land;

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
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You, Whoever You Are



Walt Whitman

You, whoever you are!...

All you continentals of Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, indifferent of place!

All you on the numberless islands of the archipelagoes of the sea!
All you of centuries hence when you listen to me!

All you each and everywhere whom I specify not, but include just the same!

Health to you! good will to you all, from me and from America sent!

Each of us is inevitable,

Each of us is limitless—each of us with his or her right upon the earth,

Each of us allow’d the eternal purports of the earth,

Each of us here as divinely as any is here.
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Dreaming of America: An Ellis Island Story by Eve Bunting � HYPERLINK "http://jc-schools.net/dynamic/LA/activities/dreaming_of_America.ppt" ��PPT�; Reader’s Theatre instructions; rubric for assessment of radio play











Read the book Dreaming Of America: An Ellis Island Story to class. � HYPERLINK "http://jc-schools.net/dynamic/LA/activities/dreaming_of_America.ppt" ��PPT�


Perform the Script for Two Readers on Dreaming of America. 


Discuss preparing scripts from various literary genres.


Divide the room into cooperative learning groups.


Give out instructions for Preparing Your Own Scripts.


As a group project, prepare a Reader’s Theatre script for the poem, book, or reading you are given.


Perform the script for the class.
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