Paragraph Puzzle (1.0)

Materials:


Envelopes with sentences for each small group (2-4)


Transparency listing revisions


Chart paper


Magic markers

Description:

Paragraph puzzle is a versatile activity which challenges students to use a variety of skills such as identifying main idea/topic sentence, organizing sentences in a logical order, eliminating irrelevant information, combining sentences to improve structure, and proofreading for errors in grammar, mechanics, and spelling. The activity can be tailored to specific skills being taught or to areas where students are experiencing difficulties.

Step-by-Step:

1.
Give each small group an envelope with sentence strips and tell them to do the following things:


Arrange the sentences in the best order to create the best paragraph.


Find the one sentence that does not belong because it is irrelevant. Pull it.


Find the mistakes in the sentences and be ready to talk about them.

(Bearly should be barely; their should be there; It’s should be Its)

2.
When groups are done, talk about the following things:


Which sentence didn’t belong


Topic sentence


Order of the other sentences


Mistakes they found

3.
Next, talk about the paragraph. Ask if there is anything they like about the way the paragraph is written? What pairs are good and why? Then talk about what needs to be changed to improve it. (Sentences are obviously choppy.) Show the transparency which lists some things to do in revision. Have participants revise the original paragraph according to the directions. If there is time, have small groups rewrite their revised paragraph on chart paper to share with the large group. If time is short, choose some specific revisions to have the small groups do and have them share revisions with the large group. The transparency lists the following revisions:


Combine the first and second sentences to form a compound sentence.


Combine the three sentences that are on yellow paper into one sentence. You may add and remove words. (Those sentences are as follows: Fog had covered the valley. I could bearly (sp) see. Their (sp) in the distance I saw a river.)


Choose some other sentences to combine to improve structure.


Change the verbs saw and remains to sharper verbs.


Create a title that will arouse a reader’s interest.


Decide how this might be broken into two paragraphs and whether the writer would need to add any additional information.

4.
Close by asking the participants to share other ideas they have for modifying this activity for other uses.
CONTENT STANDARD 1.0 LANGUAGE

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0501.1.3 Demonstrate knowledge of Standard English sentence structure.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 0501.1.6 Identify within context a variety of appropriate sentence-

           combining techniques (i.e., comma + coordinating conjunction, use of 

           semicolon, introductory phrases and/or clauses).          
	Materials needed:

• Envelopes with sentences for each small group (2-4)

• Transparency listing revisions



	Assessment Activity Title:  Paragraph Puzzle



	Description of Activity:

Note: Teacher should complete the first seven items to prepare for this lesson.

      1. Select a paragraph with 5 or more sentences.

      2. Type sentences so that they can be cut into strips.

      3. Add one sentence that does not belong in the paragraph. 
      4. Add errors in grammar/punctuation/spelling for the students to edit.

      5. Color code sentences for easier discussion.

      6. Cut the sentences into strips.

      7. Place the sentence strips into envelopes.

      8. Divide students into pairs or groups and tell them they are to form the 

          strongest paragraph possible.

      9. Ask students to delete the irrelevant sentence. 

    10. After the groups have finished, have groups read the order, discuss the 

          method used to arrange sentences, point out the errors, and rewrite the 

          revised paragraph.
Assignment Extensions:

       Incorporate other language arts skills by giving students a supporting 

       sentence, and asking students to decide the best place to insert the 

       sentence.

       Have students combine two or more sentences.

       Ask students to add transitional words or phrases.

.




Paragraph Puzzle Sentence Sample

We wanted to do something different on our vacation last summer.

We chose backpacking in the wilderness.

We walked the entire distance with packs on our backs.

I carried my own pack.

It weighed 50 pounds.

The trail was steep and hazardous because it had once been an old logging road.

On the second day, we came to a lookout tower.

I climbed it.

Fog had covered the valley.

I could bearly see.

Their in the distance I saw a river.

It’s crystal clear water sparkled even in the misty haze.

To this day, that foggy view remains in my memory.

Sentence that does not belong:

Lookout towers are often made of metal so that they won’t burn.

Misspelled words and incorrectly used words:

bearly, their, It’s

