Making Inferences (6.0)

Materials 

· Making inferences handout

· Inference Graphic Organizer

Description:

An inference is a conclusion made by connecting prior knowledge or known information with new information when the meaning isn’t obvious in the text; it is sometimes referred to as “reading between the lines”.  A good strategy for making inferences is It Says…I Say…So… (the graphic organizer).

Step-by-Step

1. You may want to give an example of an everyday situation where we make inferences or read some short passages for fun. (I often use Chris Tovani’s  example of trying to find a date for a girl in one of her classes who she continually says is “really nice.”)  Other suggestions:

· A mother put this sign on her teenaged son’s door: Enter at your own risk.  An unknown bacteria is said to be growing in this room.

· In the football team’s locker room: I am your coach, not your mother.

· Bumper sticker on a highway patrolman’s car:

            Don’t slow down on my account.  But if you don’t, it will probably hurt your

            account.
· Bumper sticker on a teenager’s car: 

            A floorboard?  There’s carpet on the floorboard?

· At the library:  Check it out—really!
2. Give each participant copies of the conversations and a graphic organizer.

3. Read the conversations and answer the questions.

4. Read the passage and complete the graphic organizer.
Possible answers:

· She is wearing a jacket, snow pants and mittens…It is winter.

· She is standing on the corner with a backpack…She is going to school or the library.

· She is looking to the left and standing still…She is waiting for the bus.

· She looks to the left two times…The bus is late

· She stamps her feet…She is angry or cold.
5. Suggestion—at least once a day, read aloud a short passage and think aloud your inferences. Try Two Minute Mysteries by Donald Sobol.  

CONTENT STANDARD 6.0 INFORMATIONAL TEXT
Course Level Expectations

· CLE 3001.6.1, CLE 3002.6.1, CLE 3003.6.1, CLE 3005.6.1 Summarize in a concise and well-organized way the main ideas, supporting details, and relationships among ideas in complex informational and technical texts.

State Performance Indicators 

· SPI 3001.6.2, SPI 3002.6.2, SPI 3003.6.2 Make inferences and draw conclusions based on evidence from complex informational and technical passages.
	Materials needed:
· Copies of conversations for making inferences.

· Passage for making inferences

· Graphic organizer

 

	Assessment Activity Title:  Making Inferences Conversations



	Description of Activity:
1. Give each student copies of the conversations and a graphic organizer.

2. Read the conversations and answer the questions.

3. Read the passage and complete the graphic organizer.

Assignment Extensions:

      Have students write their own conversations.



Practice Making Inferences

Read each of these conversations and then answer the questions.

1.
A:
Look at the long line!  Do you think we’ll get in?

B:
I think so.  Some of these people already have tickets.

A.
How much are the tickets?

B.
Only $4.50 for the first show.  I’ll pay.

A.
Thanks.  I’ll buy some popcorn.

What are these people talking about? 






Where are they? 









Which words helped you guess? 







2.
A.
Did you understand everything today?

B.
No.  I’m so confused.

A.
So am I.

B.
She doesn’t explain things very well.  She goes too fast!

A.
I know.  And now we’re going to have a test!

What are these people talking about? 







Where are they? 









Which words helped you guess? 







3.
A.
I can’t believe this is my last day here!
            B.
You’re leaving us today?

A.
Yes.  I’m so nervous about this.

B.
I’m sure it will be fine.

A.
I don’t know.  It will be so different.

B.
I thought you wanted a change.

A.
Yes, I did.  I wanted more pay.  But now I’m not sure it was the right thing to do.

B.
Stop worrying.  Everything will be fine.

What inferences can you make from this conversation?

Conversation Piece
What happened in this story?   As you read this short story, write any inferences you make as you figure things out.  

“No!”

“Yes!”

“You didn’t!”

“I did.”

“When?”

“Just now.”

“Where?”

“Car.”

“Killed?”

“Yes.”

“Why?”

“You know.”

“I don’t!”

“You do.”

“Drinking?”

“Yes.”

“With whom?”

“With you.”

“No!”

“Yes.”

“She didn’t ...”

“She did.”

“We didn’t ....”

“You did.”

“You knew?”

“I knew.”

from:  Deeper Reading by Kelly Gallagher, p. 5-6, Stenhouse Publishers, 
ISBN 1 57110 384 8

Use the Graphic Organizer and make at least four inferences for the following paragraph.

The young girl is standing on the corner.  She is wearing a bright red jacket and bright red snow pants.  She has a scarf tied around her face.  She is wearing striped mittens.  She looks to the left down the street.  She stamps her feet.  She puts her backpack on the ground.  She looks to the left down the street again.


Making Inferences

	It Says…

(What the text says)
	I Say…

(My thoughts)
	So…

(Inference)

	
	
	


