Letter Writing (3.0)
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Materials:
1. A Letter to Amy by Ezra Jack Keats 
2. Lesson plan for The Human Letter
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The letter writing song handout

4. Index cards

5. Markers

6. Masking tape

7. The Jolly Postman by Janet and Allan Ahlberg  
Description:


Students are familiar with story books, and they love to sing, dance, and move.  The purpose of this lesson is to write in response to literature and compose a friendly letter.  We use GLE 0201.2.1 by writing in a variety of modes for a variety of audiences and purposes.  By learning a catchy song about letter writing, students will be able to form a human letter.  Students will then take this knowledge and form a friendly letter of their own.

Step-by-Step:

1. Today we are going to take letter writing to the next level.  We are going to be engaged in literature, sing, dance, become human letters, and enjoy ourselves.  Who knew letter writing could be so much fun!  I’m going to begin by reading the book A Letter to Amy.  Now read the book to the participants.

2. Now we are going to sing and move.  I’m going to give each of you a copy of the letter writing song.  Begin by singing the song and encourage the participants to join in once they have the rhythm.  Then, sing through it again explaining the hand motions.  You will tap your forehead during the heading verse.  Have them say the word comma after the word date.  Let them know that this is to signify where a comma will be in the letter.  You will wave your hand during the greeting verse.  Have them say comma after the word Dear.  You will move both hands down your sides (armpits to hips) for the body.  You will do jumping jacks with just your legs for the closing.  Have them say the commas after Your friend or I love you.  Point out that the Y in your is capitalized and the I in the phrase I love you just as it would be in a letter.  You will act out signing your name and turn around during the “sign your name” verse.

3. Now we are all going to stand and do the whole song with motions.  Students remember songs.  This song is set up to go through the whole friendly letter format from top to bottom.  By saying the commas in the song, they will know where to place them when writing a letter.

4. Have participants get in groups of two.  Give each group five index cards, markers, and masking tape.  We are now going to make human letters.  You will need to decide who is going to have the parts of the letter taped to them and who will read the letter to the group.  You will also need to decide who your letter is going to be for.  It could be for Santa, your principal, your spouse, or your child for example.  Each part of the letter will need to be on a different index card.  When all the cards are complete, you will need to tape them to your body.  The heading will need to be taped to your head.  The greeting will need to be taped to your hand.  The body will need to be taped to your stomach. (The body will need to be one statement and one question.)  The closing will need to be taped to your knee.  The signature will need to be taped to your foot.  We are taping each part of the letter to the body part we used in the song.

5. Now we are going to share our letters because we have put so much time into them that we want everyone to hear what we wrote.  Allow each group to share if there is time, or choose a few groups to share.  Thank you for participating; your letters were all wonderful.  You may now take off the index cards.

6. Now we are going to close our lesson by reading The Jolly Postman.  This book is so wonderful because it introduces students to many different types of letters.  Be sure to show the different letters within the pull out sections of the book.

Letter Writing Song

First you write the heading, the heading, the heading.

First you write the heading- the month the date, the year.

Next you write the greeting, the greeting, the greeting.

Next you write the greeting- you start it off with Dear,
Then you write the body, the body, the body.

Then you write the body- you ask and tell some things.

Then you write the closing, the closing, the closing.

Then you write the closing- Your friend, or I love you,
Sign your name right under this, under this, under this.

Sign your name right under this- and now your letter’s through.
CONTENT STANDARD 3.0 WRITING 

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0201.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for a variety of audiences and purposes.

Check for Understanding (()

· ( 0201.3.2 Write in response to literature (e.g., create a new ending to a story, create class books, summarize a story), compose a variety of written works (e.g., friendly letters, journal entries, reports, experience stories) and begin to compose narratives (with a beginning, middle, and end).
	Materials needed:

•A Letter to Amy by Ezra Jack Keats, The Jolly Postman by Janet and Allan Ahlberg, The Letter Song (attachment), index cards, markers, and masking tape.



	Assessment Activity Title:  The Human Letter



	Description of Activity:
1. Begin the lesson by reading A Letter to Amy.
2. Introduce and encourage all to participate in the letter writing song.

3. Have students get into pairs to work on the human letter.

4. Give each pair five index cards, markers, and a roll of masking tape.

5. Encourage them to write the parts of a friendly letter and tape them to one of the partners. (e.g., the heading taped to their head, the greeting taped to their hand, the body taped to their stomach, the closing taped to a knee, and their name taped to their foot).

6. Have the person from the group that is not the human letter to read the parts of their letter to the class.

7. Close the lesson by reading The Jolly Postman and introducing students to many different types of letters.

Assignment Extensions:

a. Have students write a friendly letter to their mom or dad telling them that they learned how to write a friendly letter in school today.




