CONTENT STANDARD 2.0 COMMUNICATION
Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0801.2.1 Demonstrate critical listening skills essential for comprehension, evaluation, problem solving, and task completion.

· GLE 0801.2.5 Understand strategies for expressing ideas clearly and effectively in a variety of oral contexts.
· GLE 0801.2.4 Deliver effective oral presentations

· GLE 0801.2.7 Participate in work teams and group discussions.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 0801.2.1 Identify the purpose of a speech.

     •     SPI 0801.2.2 Identify the targeted audience of a speech.
     •     SPI 0801.2.4 Determine the most effective methods of engaging an 

            audience during an oral presentation.
	Materials needed:

•   Copies of “I Have a Dream” speech.
http://jc-schools.net/dynamic/LA/activities/I_Have_A_Dream.pdf
· Transparencies of speech site



	Assessment Activity Title:  “I Have a Dream” Speech Readers’ Theater



	Description of Activity:

1. Show transparencies of speech site.  Ask students to respond by sharing what they notice, posing questions, making predictions regarding the event, etc.  Give brief introduction to speech. 

2. Place desks in a circle.  Ask students to rotate male/female in seats.  

3. Tell students that we will only work with selected excerpts since the entire speech is quite long.

4. Give each student a copy of text.  Teacher reads #1 section, student to left reads #2, and so on around the circle.  This is a dry read just to get comfortable with the text.

5. Repeat the process again.  Students will probably have a different set of sentences to read this time, which is good.

6. Assign each student a specific set of sentences.  Students form partners and practice their sentences with each other to add all the elements of effective oral speaking.  (3—5 minutes practice time with partner)

7. Students form circle again and read once more, using their best oral speaking.

8. Ask students who the targeted audience was, what the purpose of the speech was, and whether they believe Dr. King accomplished his purpose.

9. Have students work with a partner to identify and mark one example of each of the following:  simile, metaphor, alliteration, repetition, and allusion.  Then have them join another pair and share/compare their answers.  

10. Show film clip of Dr. King’s speech delivery and discuss effective methods he employed to engage the audience.

Assignment Extensions:

      Have students select a topic/issue of their choice, research the issue, write a persuasive speech (3—5 minutes), practice with a partner, and then deliver that speech to the class.  Students could also be required to include a visual image that would best reinforce their viewpoint or enhance their presentation.


Excerpts for “I Have a Dream” Speech (2.0)

Oral Presentation

Materials:
1. Handouts of excerpts from Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech (one copy per participant) [Locate copy of this speech on the internet or a print source; copyright laws prevent including the speech on the CD]

2. Transparencies of speech site/presentation (2 transparencies) [Use Google Images to locate photos for use; copyright laws prevent including these photos on the CD]

3. DVD or VHS tape with clip of “I Have a Dream” speech

4. TV, DVD or VHS player

Description:
The purpose of this activity is to enhance students’ fluency in reading and speaking as well as address many other standards such as identifying the purpose of a speech and its targeted audience.

Step-by-Step:
1. Show transparency #1(Lincoln Memorial on the day of MLK speech).  Ask participants to write down 5 things they notice.  Share/discuss observations.  Then show Transparency #2 (close-up of site).  Write down 5 things they notice, questions, connections, etc.  What kinds of inferences can we make about this event based on “reading” this photograph?  Next, ask participants to select a person in the photograph and put themselves in the shoes of that person.  What are you hearing and seeing?  What emotions are you feeling?  What are you thinking?  Give participants a little time to jot down their responses and then share with the group.  (Viewing the transparencies will provide a springboard for working with the speech.)

2. Tell participants that we are going to work with selected excerpts of Dr. King’s speech since the entire speech is quite long.  Ask participants to form a circle, rotating male/female as much as possible.  

3. Give each participant a copy of the text.  Tell participants that we will go around the circle with readers, changing reader every time the number changes.  They should not count ahead to figure out their number.  The first read through is a cold read and we aren’t expecting perfection or outstanding inflection.  We’re just reading to get comfortable with the text.  The facilitator reads the #1 section, participant to the left reads #2, and so on around the circle. 

4. After first reading, tell participants we’re going to read it again.  They may (and probably will) have a different set of sentences to read, but that’s alright.  Again, we’re getting comfortable with the text and working for a little more fluency and expression the second time.  Read the speech again. (It might be good to explain to participants that reading through at least two times is important in a classroom because the more times students hear the text aloud, the more comfortable they will be with it.  Additionally, the most effective way to improve comprehension is by re-reading.  In the classroom, teachers would want to encourage students not to worry about whether they can pronounce everything on the first read—just to do their best with their lines—and then work for more expression with each round of reading.)

5. Next, presenter assigns each participant a specific set of sentences.  Participants form partners to practice their sentences with each other.  The goal of this practice is to add all the elements of effective oral speaking (inflection, emphasis on appropriate words, pacing, etc.).  Give participants 3—4 minutes to practice their sentences and receive feedback from their partner.

6. Now, participants will present their final reading of the speech with as much fluency as possible.  

7. After reading, discuss the following standards with participants: 

· Who is the targeted audience?

· What is the purpose of the speech (to persuade).  In your opinion, did Dr. King accomplish his goal?  

· Ask participants to mark what is, in their opinion, the most persuasive part of the speech and write a couple of sentences explaining why.  Have participants share with a partner what they marked and explain why.  Then share a few with the large group.

8. Tell participants that we are going to watch a short clip of Dr. King’s speech.  (Short Version:  http://www.history.com/media.do?action=clip&id=tdih_0828, Entire Speech: http://www.teachertube.com/view_video.php?viewkey=0b4de22406b60a8f8e36 ) As they watch the clip, they should look for how he engages his audience.  What are the techniques he uses?  After viewing the clip, discuss what he does to engage the audience.  What else did you notice about his delivery?  How was it similar to your interpretation?  How was it different?  

9. Finally, have participants work with a partner to identify and mark with a highlighter one example of each of the following:  simile, metaphor, alliteration, repetition, and allusion.  Give 3-4 minutes to do this.  Then have them get with another pair and share/compare answers to see if they selected the same things or different ones.  Finally, ask participants to share examples with the large group. (Share with participants that this strategy is called pair-share.  It is an effective strategy because it gives all students an opportunity and responsibility to share their thoughts as opposed to only a few students sharing in the large group setting.  The strategy can also be done as think-pair-share by having students work individually first, then with a partner, and then in a small group of four.)

10. Close by pointing out that we could address even more standards with this speech. 

· Recognize and ID words within context that reveal particular time periods and cultures

· Determine influence of culture and ethnicity on the themes and issues of literary texts

· Recognize implied themes/stated themes

· If we had watched a clip of Dr. King’s delivery of the speech, we could have noted his use of effective methods of engaging an audience during an oral presentation.

11. A logical extension of this activity is to have students select a topic/issue of their choice, research the issue, write a persuasive speech (3—5 minutes), practice with a partner, and then deliver that speech to the class.  (This extension would address multiple indicators in the Communication, Research, and Logic strands.  It could even be extended to the Media strand by requiring that students included a visual image that best reinforced their viewpoint or enhanced their presentation. 

12. Tell participants that there is another Reader’s Theater piece covering the brief excerpt Dr. King pulls from the Declaration of Independence and the Gettysburg Address in their workshop materials.  

	Name _______________
	Date _____________


	[image: image1.png]



	If You Had A Dream Worksheet
Martin Luther King, Jr.


Directions:
Complete Dr. King's legendary speech in the context of today's world. Replace Dr. King's words found with the parenthesis with your own.
I have a dream that one day this nation will: (will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.")
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

I have a dream that one day: (on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slaveowners will be able to sit down together at a table of brotherhood.)
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

I have a dream that one day: (even the state of Mississippi, a desert state, sweltering with the heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.)
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

I have a dream that: (my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.)
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day: (the state of Alabama, whose governor's lips are presently dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, will be transformed into a situation where little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers.)
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day: (every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.)
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

This is our hope... With this faith we will be able to: (hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.)
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

This will be the day when: (all of God's children will be able to sing with a new meaning, My country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring.)
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

