Grab Bags

Materials

· Paper bags with source strips

· Graphic organizer

Description

Grab bags are a hands-on approach that can be used to address many skills (author’s purpose, inferences, main idea, organizational patterns, etc.). In this activity using grab bags, we will be identifying sources as primary or secondary.

Step-by-Step

1. Explain to the participant that the CLE includes tertiary sources; however, the SPI only asks that students be able to identify whether a source is a primary or secondary source.

2. Discuss the differences in primary, secondary, and tertiary sources, giving examples.
3. Have participants find a partner (any way you choose).

4. Give out the bags with source strips.
5. Hand out the graphic organizer.
6. Participants will take one strip from the bag, read it, and decide where it goes on the graphic organizer.

7.  Explain that participants will need to write the number of the passage and identify the source as primary or secondary.

CONTENT STANDARD 4.0 RESEARCH
Course Level Expectations

· CLE 3001.4.4, CLE 3002.4.4, CLE 3003.4.6, CLE 3005.4.4  Write an extended research paper using primary and secondary sources, technology, and graphics as appropriate.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 3001.4.2, SPI 3002.4.2, SPI 3003.4.2 Differentiate between primary 

           and secondary sources.
	Materials needed:
· Bags of Source Cards

· Graphic Organizer


	Assessment Activity Title:  Grab Bag Sources



	Description of Activity:
1. Distribute bags of sources and graphic organizers to small groups.

2. Draw a source from bag.

3. Complete the graphic organizer.
Assignment Extensions:

      Write a research paper using primary and secondary sources.



Sources for Research Project on Homeless

1. A report from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities:  “Drifting Apart:  New Findings on Growing Income Disparities Between the Rich, the Poor, and the Middle Class,” 1990

2. An interview with Jon Lynch and Tim Lewis, two homeless persons in your town, on May 12, 2008.

3. A book entitled The Undeserving Poor: From the War on Poverty to the War on Welfare by Michael Katz, 1989, published by Pocket in New York

4. An article entitled “The Culture of Poverty” by Brad Smith in April 2008 issue of On Understanding Poverty:  Perspectives from the Social Sciences. 
5. An interview on March 24, 2008 with Dr. Leo Webster, a sociology professor who teaches a course that explores the homeless problem

6. A book by Karl Marx entitled Capital:  A critique of Political Economy, 1887, published by Prentice in Boston.

7. Statistics on the number of homeless in Tennessee in 2007 from the State Census Office <http://www.statecensus.tn.html>

8. An interview on May 6, 2008, with Sue Scott, the head of a homeless shelter in Nashville

9. An abstract written by a student at the University of Tennessee on the homeless population in Tennessee

10. Information about the homeless from the World Book encyclopedia, 2007, vol. 2 Chelsea New York

Note:  2, 7, 8 are primary; 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 are secondary; and 9, 10 are tertiary

	Primary
	Secondary
	Tertiary

	Autobiographies

Correspondence

Travel log

Diaries

Literary works

Interviews

Personal narratives

Paintings

Photographs

Letters
	Biographies

Prior books and papers on a topic

Literary criticism & interpretation

History & historical criticism

Political analyses

Reviews of law and legislation

Essays on morals and ethics

Analyses of social policy

Study and teaching material

Dissertations

Journal articles
	Abstracts

Bibliographies

Chronologies

Classifications

Dictionaries

Encyclopedias

Directories

Guidebooks and manuals

Population register

Statistics




Example:  Primary source—Physical evidence or eyewitness testimony

Secondary source—Lawyer’s final summation

Primary or Secondary Sources

Graphic Organizer

Names:

	Passage
	Kind of Source
	Why you think so

	
	
	


