Fran Elodie’s Story (5.0)

(Making Inferences)

Materials:


Copy of Fran Elodie’s story for presenter


One sheet of 8 ½ x 11 paper for each participant


Pencils

Description:

Our students need many opportunities to draw inferences and sharpen visual imagery. Reading a story and having the students visualize the images helps them to reinforce comprehension skills.

Step-by-Step:

1.
Briefly discuss inferences and visual imagery.

2.
Tell participants that they will participate in an activity that will combine drawing inferences with visualization.

3.
Each person should fold a full size sheet of paper in half. Then open the paper and fold in half the other way. Number the boxes formed by the folds 1 – 4 on one side; turn the paper over, and number the boxes 5 – 8.

4.
Tell them that you will read a story. At various points, you will stop and ask them to draw a picture based on given information. Each person will need to think about what was heard to help decide what to draw. Ideas are more important than art!

5.
Read the story, stopping at pause points.

6.
Ask participants to share their drawings with those near them.

7.
Have participants discuss successful strategies they have used with making inferences.

8.
Discuss student assessment. Do the drawings indicate that the student listened and thought about what s/he heard?

CONTENT STANDARD 5.0 LOGIC 

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0401.4.2 Use logic to make inferences and draw appropriate conclusions.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 0401.5.5 Determine appropriate inferences and draw conclusions 

           from text.
	Materials needed:

· Drawing paper

· pencils/pens

· Fran Elodie’s Story (provided on following page)



	Assessment Activity Title:  Fran Elodie’s Story



	Description of Activity:
1.  Provide each student with a piece of paper. Have s/he fold it in half.

2.  Ask the student to unfold the paper and fold it in half the other way.

3.  Ask the student to number the resulting boxes 1 to 4, then turn the paper

           over and number the boxes 5 to 8. 

      4. Tell the students that a story will be read. At various points, the story will  

           be stopped and they will be asked to draw a picture in one of the boxes 

           based on given information. Each student will need to think about what    

           had been heard to help decide (infer) what to draw.

5.  Ask students to put down their pencils when they have finished each 

     sketch so the reader will know when to continue the story.
6.  As a class, discuss why students drew what they did in the boxes. When 

     did they first realize the story was about a fish? What does it mean to   

     infer?

Assignment Extensions:

      Put the students in groups of 4 or 5. Have them create a story similar to Fran 

      Elodie to share with the class. Tell them to place stopping points for the
      others to draw pictures of what they think is occurring in the story.



Fran Elodie’s Story

     You have never met me, so I’m going to tell you all about me. I

am not very big, but I’m very active. I have a father and a mother. I

have many sisters, brothers, cousins, aunts, and uncles. Are you

wondering what I look like? Use your imagination. Draw a picture of

me in box one. (pause)

     After you have heard more of the story, you may change your

mind about the way I look. I have a home. It is the most intriguing

home. It is very cool and comfortable. My large family and I have

plenty of - how do YOU say it? Oh yes, elbow room. We have plenty

of elbow room.

     Do you know what my home looks like? Keep thinking.

     Someday you, your mother, father, sisters, brothers, cousins,

aunts, and uncles may come and visit me. There will be plenty of

room for all you. Why not bring the neighbors? Bring your school

friends, too.

     I have heard that someday you and your friends may decide to

live in my home. We will not be crowded. But be sure to bring your

own oxygen.

     Now do you know where I live? Think about what you have

heard. In box two, draw a picture of my home. (pause)

     Did you make your best guess?

     I like to play games. Tag is one of my favorite games. My

favorite sport is swimming. It seems to me I’ve been swimming all my

life. In box three, draw a picture of the way you think I look. (pause)

     What is your favorite game? What is your favorite sport?

I am sometimes in a school with other boys and girls. My school

is quite different from yours. Most of the time we just swim and play
tag. Would you like to be in a school like that? In box four, draw a

picture of my school. (pause)

     Do you know me now? Keep thinking.

     Some plants are very important to me. In fact, I happen to

know you use one of the same plants I use. You eat it in ice cream.

Do you know the name of the plant in box five? Draw a picture of it.

     I’ll tell you the name of the food. Its name is KELP, K-e-l-p.

Kelp is a plant. It helps to make ice cream so-o-o smooth. Kelp

grows at the bottom of the sea where I live. Have you changed your

mind about the way I look? Draw my picture in box six.

     Did you draw a picture of a fish? That’s right. My name is Fran

Elodie, and I’m a fish.

     In the last boxes, draw a picture of my swimming and playing

tag in my school. You may draw some kelp, too.
