The Fishbowl (2.0)

Materials:


Pencils and paper for each group of students

Description:

Listening and speaking are major skills required in daily life.  This activity provides students the opportunity to actively discuss their knowledge and beliefs about an issue provided by the teacher (older students may select their own topic) while others listen and take notes regarding the discussion.  Using active listening skills, students will paraphrase what they hear from a discussion.  They are also encouraged to ask questions about what other participants in the group are saying for clarification.
Step-by-Step:

1.
Divide the participants into four groups of equal size.
2.
Have one group arrange their chairs in a circle facing outward.
3.
Select another group to arrange their chairs in a circle facing the members of the first group.
4.
The remaining groups will stand/sit facing the circle groups.
5.
Say:  “I am going to give the people sitting in the circles a topic.  I would like those not in the center circles to listen carefully and take notes about what they hear because you will be asked to repeat what you’ve heard in their discussion.”
6.
Tell the participants in the circles that you would like them to discuss what they know and how they feel about classes containing all male or female students.
7.
Ask them to take a couple of minutes to think about the topic before they begin to discuss it in the group.
8.
Allow 10-15 minutes for participants to discuss the issue, periodically reminding “listeners” to write what they will need to help them remember the information in the discussion.
9.
When the discussion has ended, ask the “listeners” to repeat some of the things they have heard in the discussion.  You may ask them how many agreed/disagreed with same sex classes, who seemed to feel the strongest about the topic and why, what were some of the reasons for/against same sex classes, etc.
10.
Explain to participants that students may use the remainder of the class period to write their observations of the discussion/debate in a simple report and/or how they feel about the topic.  They may even be asked if their feelings about the topic have changed since the discussion/debate.
CONTENT STANDARD 2.0 COMMUNICATION

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0401.2.1 Continue to develop oral language skills necessary for communication.

· GLE 0401.2.2 Continue to develop listening skills necessary for communication.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 0401.2.3 Given a list of interactive behaviors (i.e., taking turns, 

           behaving courteously, not interrupting, listening, remaining on task,

           identify those that are appropriate (or inappropriate) for group activities. 
	Materials needed:
· Chairs, one per student

· Writing paper and pencils/pens

· A topic for debate (topic/resource ideas provided)


	Assessment Activity Title:  Fishbowl 


	Description of Activity:
1. Arrange students into four groups of equal size.
2. Arrange students in group one into a circle of chairs facing outward away from the circle.
3. Arrange students in group two into a circle or chairs facing group one.
4. Groups three and four gather around the perimeter of the circle, facing the seated groups.
5. Topic: Have students discuss all male/female classes. Ask them to consider if this would improve learning in their school.
6. Provide students in the inner circle 10-15 minutes to discuss the topic. During that time all other students will focus their attention on the students in the inner circle.  No one else is allowed to speak.
7. Students in the outer group take notes about points those students in the inner circle bring up.

8. Notes are used in a follow-up classroom discussion.

Assignment Extensions:

  Notes are used as a source in writing an editorial opinion expressing a point of view on the issue.


Topics for Fishbowl 

1. Should students be required to wear uniforms at school?
2. Should you be permitted to choose whatever clothes you want to wear outside of school?
3. Should you be permitted to have a job such as mowing yards or baby-sitting if your grades are poor?
4. Should you be permitted to purchase or buy whatever you want to with your own money or allowance?
5. Should you be permitted to get any style of haircut you want?
6. Should you be permitted to have a birthday party and invite friends other than family?
7. Should you be allowed to go anywhere you want to with your friends?
8. Should you be given an allowance or maybe an increase in the amount of your allowance?
9. Should you be permitted to have or attend a sleep-over party?
10. Should you be permitted to have a pet?
11. Should you be permitted to join any group you want to--basketball, soccer, Girl Scouts, martial arts, or others?
12. Should you be required to do chores around the house?  Which jobs?

13. Should you have to dress up for those special occasions that your parents feel are important?
14. Should you be allowed to take up any hobby that you want to?
15. Should you be allowed to take lessons to play any musical instrument you like?
16. Should you be permitted to have a TV in your bedroom?
17. Should you have homework assignments every night?

18. Should the cafeteria offer fast food lunches instead of cafeteria food?
19. Should students be allowed to bring their pets to school?

20. Should you be permitted to choose your own bedtime?
21. Should skateboards be allowed on sidewalks? 

              
Other Topics

Television is better than books.

Girls have it better than boys.

Cats make better pets than dogs.

Animals should not be kept in cages.

School should be two hours longer.

