CONTENT STANDARD 8.0 LITERATURE
Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0601.8.1 Read and comprehend a variety of works from various forms of literature.

· GLE 0601.8.4 Analyze the works of literature for what they suggest about the historical period in which they were written
Language Arts Indicators
· SPI 0601.8.5 Identify the kind (s) of conflict present in a literary plot (i.e. person vs. person, person vs. self, person vs. environment, person vs. technology)
· SPI 0701.8.11 Recognize and identify words within context that reveal particular time periods and cultures.

    Materials needed:

    Assessment activity:   Reading a Picture


[image: image1]
EXTENSIONS:    As a reflection on what we have done, stop and think about an obstacle in your own life.  How did face this obstacle?  What effect did this have on your life?  How did you overcome this obstacle?  Write a short piece about this and the effect you have had on others as you faced such an obstacle.  We will share some of these in a few moments.  
Students could follow this up with research related to immigration in the past as well as today.  Students could also select one person they were drawn to in the photos and compose a piece of creative writing (journal, diary, letter, monologue, etc.) that might have been written by that person addressing his/her experiences as an immigrant.
Ordering Information for Photo Collection:

Jackdaw Publications—800-789-0022 or www.jackdaw.com
Ellis Island Images PowerPoint 
http://jc-schools.net/dynamic/LA/activities/ellis_island_pics.ppt
Reading a Picture (8.0)

(A photo tour of the Immigrants’ Ellis Island experience)

Materials:
· Jackdaw Photo Collection—Ellis Island:  The Immigrants’ Experience
· Ordering Information for Photo Collection:



Jackdaw Publications—800-789-0022 or www.jackdaw.com
Description:
The purpose of this activity is to show participants the importance of using visual text (photos) to support and enhance students’ understanding of written text.

Step-by-Step:
· Start with a brief discussion about the power of pictures.  Do you agree with the old saying “A picture is worth a 1,000 words”?  Why are they good to use in our classrooms?  What can a picture capture that words sometimes can’t or don’t?  We want to encourage kids to create mental pictures of what they read (a great active reading strategy), but sometimes they don’t.  Using pictures can be a wonderful support and enhancement for students’ reading.

· We’re going to use pictures to help us understand the kinds of things immigrants might have experienced upon arrival in the United States.  Participants will need a piece of paper to jot down brief responses as they view the pictures.

· Show participants the picture of the Statue of Liberty.  The text below will be attached to the back of the picture. [picture inserted on CD as placeholder]

Imagine that you have left your homeland because of persecution and lack of opportunity.  For two weeks, you have been packed in the dark, foul-smelling steerage section of the ship because you are poor and could only afford the cheapest ticket possible.  In this section of the ship, there have been no showers, no lounges, no dining rooms.  Passengers in 1st and 2nd class have had access to delicious meals, but your food has been dished from a huge kettle into a dinner pail which the ship has provided for you.  Because conditions are so unpleasant deep in the hold of the ship, you have spent as much time as possible up on deck.  One morning, you are up on deck and you spot land far in the distance.   Your ship draws closer and then veers out of the Atlantic and into the Hudson River.  As it approaches New York Harbor, you spot the Statue of Liberty off to the left. Many others see it, too.  What’s going on around you on this ship?  What’s the atmosphere?  What are people around you saying and doing?  Take a few seconds and jot down phrases, images, sounds, etc. going on around you. Give participants enough time to jot a few thoughts.  Then ask for a few volunteers to share.  Ask participants what this statue symbolized for these immigrants.

· After discussing the first photo, have participants create small groups and give each group one photo.  Tell them to take a few minutes to carefully study the photo and discuss it in their group.  What can they learn from reading the caption and noticing the small details?  What seems to be the focal point?  What message or story is the photographer trying to communicate?  What might the people in the photos have been thinking about, what emotions might they have been feeling, what fears did they have, etc.?  

· Each group should then show their picture and briefly share some of the things they discussed in their group.  

· If participants have not already brought it up, close by saying that except for Native Americans, all of us are from immigrant families who at some point braved the perils of starting a new life in unfamiliar and sometimes inhospitable surroundings.

1. Study the faces of this family as they travel on a ferry from the ship that brought them across the ocean to the Immigration Center at Ellis Island.  What do you think they are thinking?  Write, then share with a partner.

2. Once you set foot on Ellis Island, your first order of business was to find the few bags and boxes that you had brought from your homeland.  Sadly, in many cases, even those few possessions were lost in transit and never made it to the new world.  Study this picture for a moment.  Then choose one of these people as your focus.  What might be going through his/her mind?  How would you feel if you were in their situation?  Write, then share with partner or do large-group share.

3. After enduring the crowed conditions in steerage, immigrants faced more crowds and endless lines at the immigration center on Ellis Island.  Sometimes they were there for just a few hours, but many had to wait for days to clear all the inspections before they were allowed into the United States. (no response)

4. Of all the things they faced, immigrants feared the health examinations the most.  Failure to pass could result in being sent back to one’s country of origin, which often meant a return to poverty or persecution.  These men are undergoing initial medical processing.  If they do not appear healthy, they are further scrutinized.  Chronic conditions or contagious infections, especially of the eye, were causes for rejection. (Continue to show this photo along with the next one.)

5. These immigrant children are being checked by New York City health inspectors after they arrived in the Battery in Lower Manhattan after landing at Ellis Island.  The officers are checking them for signs of typhus, which had appeared in New Your City at that time.  The United States did not accept many immigrants with debilitating or contagious ailments.  Study both of these photos carefully.  Jot down what you notice.  What stands out to you?  What questions do you have?  Give a few seconds to study photos, then ask participants to share.

6.   Once processed and accepted as immigrants, newcomers were finally allowed to

      take the most important ferry ride of all—the one into New York City.  During the

      peak of immigration years at Ellis Island, 17 million people came to this country,

      mainly from Austria, England, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Romania, Russia,

      and Sweden.  Smaller numbers came from the West Indies.  Asians were completely

      excluded from the immigration process at that time.  

7.   Although many immigrants settled in New York City, others faced another long

      journey over land before they reached their final destinations.  This is a German

      family about to board a train, perhaps to Chicago, or Cleveland, or Detroit, or even

      San Francisco.  What do you think the inspector is pinning on them?  Why would he

      do this?  The insert in the bottom left corner is a train ticket.  Below “One Emigrant

      Passage”, it says “In emigrant cars only.”  Take a minute to think about all the ways

      these immigrants’ new lives will differ from their old ones.  What kinds of things

      will they face?  Is this going to be an easy or difficult transition?  Why?  Give a

      minute for participants to jot responses.  Ask for volunteers to share.

8.   Stop and discuss obstacles we face today.  When have you faced an obstacle and

      how have you overcome that obstacle in your life?  What lessons did you learn? 

      How did you apply these insights to your life?  Write a brief paragraph about this

      obstacle that changed your life.  Teachers might also use this time to reflect upon the

      privileges and joys we know as Americans and write about what that means in 

       relationship to facing obstacles in life.  

9.    Once here, many immigrants overcame poverty and prejudice to become

       exceptional contributors to American life and culture.  This is songwriter Irving

       Berlin, who came through Ellis Island from Russia in 1892, as a young boy.  He

       wrote musical comedy, including Annie Get Your Gun, and such classic American

       songs as “God Bless America” and “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas.”  Except

       for Native Americans, all of us are from immigrant families who at some point

       braved the perils of starting a new life in unfamiliar and sometimes inhospitable

       conditions.

Jackdaw Photo Collection—Ellis Island:  The Immigrants’ Experience


� HYPERLINK "http://jc-schools.net/dynamic/LA/activities/ellis_island_pics.ppt" ��PowerPoint of Ellis Island Images� 


� HYPERLINK "http://jc-schools.net/dynamic/LA/activities/ellis_island_pics.ppt" ��http://jc-schools.net/dynamic/LA/activities/ellis_island_pics.ppt�





Discuss with students the value of using photographs of historical events to enhance their understanding of written text.


Show students the first photo (Statue of Liberty).  Briefly explain living conditions immigrants had experienced as they traveled across the Atlantic.  Ask students to put themselves in the shoes of an immigrant onboard that ship as the Statue of Liberty came into view.  What would the atmosphere have been like on the ship? What might passengers be saying and doing?  Write down responses.  Then share.  Discuss what the Statue of Liberty symbolized for the immigrants.


Students form groups and teacher passes out the remaining 11 pictures to groups.  Ask students to read the caption and study the composition of each of their pictures.  They should be careful observers of the details within the pictures, discuss with group members what they notice, think about how they would feel or respond in that situation, etc. 


Each group shows their photo and shares a 1—2 minute response highlighting what they noticed, discussed, and thought about the photo. 





 








