Do You Read Me? #1 ((8.0)

Materials:

Copy of My Teacher for President

Paper


Paper and pen

Description:
Applying fictional books to real life experiences can aid students in understanding the world around them in a humorous way. It is also an excellent strategy to use when asking students to evaluate texts for elements of fact/opinion and reality/fantasy. This technique can also lead to a rich discussion on the author’s purpose for writing the story. 

Step-by-Step:
1. Remind participants that students at any grade level enjoy hearing a story read aloud. Not only can the teacher demonstrate fluent reading and strategies that good readers employ, s/he can use the book as a springboard to teach other reading skills.

2. Show the participants a copy of the book, My Teacher for President.  

3. Brainstorm with the participants why the country needs a president. After the

    discussion, have participants predict what the author’s purpose was for writing

    this story.  

4. After reading the story, divide the participants into small groups and have them

    brainstorm in order to make a poster that highlights the qualities the teacher

    possesses.

5. After explaining the assignment, but before they begin working on their posters,

    design a rubric for grading the posters with the participants help.

6. Allow participants time to work on their posters and to share them.

7. End this activity by discussing if their prediction of the author’s purpose in

    writing this book was correct. 

CONTENT STANDARD 8.0 LITERATURE

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0401.8.1 Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while reading and check for understanding after reading.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 0401.8.7 Identify the author’s purpose (e.g., to entertain, to inform,  

           to persuade, to share feelings).
	Materials needed:

· Book My Teacher for President, Kay Winters & Denise Brunkers

· Book Testing Miss Malarkey, Judy Finchler & Kevin O’Malley

	Assessment Activity Title:  Do You Read Me? #1

	Description of Activity:
1. Have students brainstorm why we have to take tests/why the country needs a president.
2. Depending on the topic you’ve chosen, read either Testing Miss Malarkey or My Teacher for President.
3. After reading discuss the author’s purpose for writing the story.
4. In small groups, have students design a test for the teacher or design a poster that lists the needed qualities the teacher possesses that a president would need.
5. Have them determine how she/he will be graded on their tests/posters that would highlight the qualities the teacher possesses or the quality of the student made test.
6. The teacher will take the student designed tests and return them the following day to be graded/posters will be placed in the hallway to surprise the teacher.
Assignment Extensions:

      Students could select a parent or guardian for president and note ways they demonstrate the qualities that would be needed based on the classroom discussion.



Do You Read Me? #2 (8.0)

Materials:

Copy of the book Testing Miss Malarkey




Description:
This activity provides activities that employ active pre- reading, during reading, and after reading strategies. 

Step-by-Step:
1. Tell participants that students of all ages enjoy hearing a story being read aloud. They can use this knowledge to demonstrate the use of important pre-reading, during reading, and post reading strategies that students can apply to their own reading.

2. Tell participants that they will now be involved in a pre reading discussion. Show participants the book Testing Miss Malarkey. Ask participants to consider the title of the book. What do they think the book will be about? What do they think the author’s purpose is for writing this book?

3. Tell participants that, as you read the book, you will engage them in active reading strategies that they would use when using this strategy with their students. Tell them to keep track of their favorite parts of the book. At the conclusion of the reading, have the participants share their favorite part of the book. Discuss why the author presented the topic in such humorous way.

4. Have participants focus on specific lines of the story. Discuss how the author uses humor to achieve her purpose in writing the story.

CONTENT STANDARD 8.0 LITERATURE

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0401.8.1 Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while reading and check for understanding after reading.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 0401.8.7 Identify the author’s purpose (e.g., to entertain, to inform,  

           to persuade, to share feelings).
	Materials needed:

· Book My Teacher for President, Kay Winters & Denise Brunkers

· Book Testing Miss Malarkey, Judy Finchler & Kevin O’Malley

	Assessment Activity Title:  Do You Read Me? #2

	Description of Activity:
     Pre-reading:  Looking Through the Lens

1. Ask students to consider the topic/title of the book.  Have them discuss what they know about the topic/theme of the book.

2. Have students determine why the book was written (author’s purpose).

     During Reading:  Snapping the Image

1. As the book is being read, have the students list and/or track the important messages and/or information of the book.

2. Have the students discuss why the author has included some of the specifics which were featured in the book.

     After Reading:  Printing the Picture

1. Have students focus on specific lines of the text.

2. Ask students how these lines support the author’s purpose.

3. Determine if the author’s purpose is the same as originally decided 

after reading.

4. Determine the outcome of the author’s purpose.




