Communications Unit  
 Purpose of the unit:  
Development of Communication Skills through observation, group interaction, research, web searches for reliable information, creation and presentation of speeches, Power Points, and development of active listening
This will work as a great cross-curricular resource with science and social studies.

SPI’s and Checks for Understanding:
Language:

0601.1.15 Identify and define English words derived from Latin and Greek words that form common roots (e.g., audio, auto, malus) and recognize English words that are based on them (e.g., audible, autobiography, malice).  

  0601.1.16 Recognize and appreciate cultural and regional differences signaled by word usage and vocabulary. 
0601.1.17 Explore common phrases and terms from other languages commonly used in English (e.g., RSVP, déjà vu, faux pas, du jour, bon voyage). 

SPI 0601.1.15 Use context clues and prior knowledge of roots and affixes to determine the meaning of multi-meaning words.  

SPI 0601.1.16 Use context clues and prior knowledge of roots and affixes to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.  
SPI 0601.1.17 Use dictionaries, thesauruses, electronic sources, and glossaries as aids in determining the meaning of unfamiliar words

SPI 0601.1.20 Use knowledge of root words, affixes, syllabication, and/or spelling patterns as aids in determining meaning within context. 
Communication, Listening 
 0601.2.1 Follow multi-step spoken instructions to perform single tasks, to answer questions, and to solve problems.   

0601.2.2 Identify the thesis of a speech in which the main idea may be explicitly or implicitly stated, concepts may be more abstract, and extended metaphors may be used, and determine the essential elements that elaborate it.  

  0601.2.3 Differentiate between summarizing and paraphrasing.  

 0601.2.4 Summarize information presented orally by others in which the main ideas may be explicitly or implicitly stated, including the purposes, major ideas, and supporting details or evidence. 
 0601.2.5 Begin to paraphrase accurately ideas and information presented orally by others. 

 0601.2.6 Construct a summary of a speech. 

  0601.2.7 Construct a critique of a speech. 

  0601.2.8 Identify the organizational structure of a speech (e.g., sequential, chronological, problem-solution, comparison-contrast, cause-effect). 

  0601.2.9 Listen actively in group discussions by asking clarifying and elaborating questions and by managing internal (e.g., emotional state, prejudices) and external (e.g., physical setting, difficulty hearing, recovering from distractions) barriers to aid comprehension
Communication, Speaking:
  0601.2.10 Include relevant facts, reasons, details, and examples to support a relatively complicated thesis.  

  0601.2.11 Organize oral presentations marinating a relatively simple three-part structure, previewing the content of presentation in introduction, offering ideas with supporting details, and providing a brief summary or conclusion. 
  0601.2.12 Use an organizational structure appropriate for the topic and purpose (e.g., sequential, chronological, problem-solution, comparison-contrast, cause-effect). 
  0601.2.13 Logically arrange ideas and group related ideas in ways that enhance the topic.

  0601.2.14 Connect ideas using a variety of transition strategies that signal addition of information and relationships between ideas (e.g., use listing words such as first, in addition, but, and however). 
  0601.2.15 Provide an effective conclusion that reinforces the focus of the presentation. 
  0601.2.16 Employ presentation skills such as good eye contact, clear enunciation, effective speaking rate and volume, and natural gestures. 
SPI 0601.2.1 Identify the purpose of a speech (i.e., to inform, to describe, to explain, to persuade, to entertain).    

SPI 0601.2.2 Identify the targeted audience of a speech.    

SPI 0601.2.3 Identify the thesis and main points of a speech.   

SPI 0601.2.4 Select the most appropriate behaviors for participating productively in a team (e.g., contribute appropriate and useful information and ideas, understand the purpose for working as a team, and understand the responsibilities of various roles within the team). 

SPI 0601.2.5 Identify the functions and responsibilities of individual roles within an organized group (i.e., reporter, recorder, information gatherer, leader, and timekeeper). 

SPI 0601.2.6 Determine the most effective methods for engaging an audience during an oral presentation (e.g., making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate).    

SPI 0601.2.7 Organize ideas in the most effective order for an oral presentation.   

SPI 0601.2.8 Select the best summary of a speech.  

 

Checks for Understanding (Formative/Summative Assessment) 
  0601.3.1 Write in a variety of modes and genres, including description, narration, exposition, persuasion, literary response, personal expression, and imaginative. 
  0601.3.2 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time. 
0601.3.3 Create somewhat complicated work-related texts, such as instructions, directions, letters, memos, e-mails, and reports that employ the following techniques:

       Select a medium or format appropriate to purpose for writing, and maintain focus on the purpose.

       Use varied strategies to achieve different purposes (e.g., providing facts and details or including examples to illustrate).

       Demonstrate awareness of audience through selection of medium or format, choice of supporting ideas, background information, and word choice and tone.

       Respond to opposing viewpoints and/or anticipate and answer potential questions from audience.

       Use accurate and accessible vocabulary to convey meaning.

       Provide accurate and relevant support for the main points in the text.

       Follow customary formats (e.g., use salutation, closing, and signature for business letters, and format for memos).

       Include formatting or visual elements to guide readers by highlighting specific categories of information and/or to signal transitions between steps (e.g., headings, bulleted lists).

       Use graphics and illustrative material effectively to support ideas in the text as appropriate to content and medium. 
 0601.3.4 Develop focused, appropriate, and interesting topics for writing. 

  0601.3.5 Create a thesis statement and include relevant facts, details, reasons, and examples that support the thesis. 
  0601.3.6 Develop relevant details or reasons in a manner that meets the needs of the audience and purpose.  
 0601.3.7 Organize writing using structures appropriate for the topic and that meet the needs of the audience (e.g., if using an anecdote to provide an example, use chronological order with sufficient time signals for the reader to follow easily). 
  0601.3.8 Use appropriate and effective words and phrases to indicate the organizational pattern (e.g., problem-solution, with order of steps necessary indicated in the solution).  
 0601.3.9 Use text features (e.g., headings, subheadings, formatting) as appropriate to signal simple relationships between ideas. 

  0601.3.10 Use accurate and precise language to convey meaning.  
  0601.3.11 Use strong verbs and figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes) for emphasis or creative effect as appropriate to the purpose.
. 0601.2.17 Participate productively in self-directed work teams for a particular purpose (e.g., to interpret literature, solve a problem, make a decision by using the following:

 Behavior of Individuals within the Group
       Contribute appropriate and useful information and ideas that demonstrate a clear awareness of the context of the discussion and the goals of the group and are purposeful in moving the team toward its goal and contributing to the topic of group discussion.

       Consult and reference texts or other resources as a source for ideas or to support ideas under the group discussion.

       Ask primarily relevant questions that move the team toward its goals and contribute to the topic of discussion.

       Gain the floor in orderly ways, taking turns when speaking and listening with civility to the ideas of others (without interrupting).

       Summarize and paraphrase essential information in others’ input, and clarify points of agreement and disagreement. 
Goals and Aims of the Group
       Understand the purpose for working as a team and work according to that purpose.

       Articulate the goals that have been provided for the team work and ask appropriate clarifying questions.

       Identify task(s) needed to meet goal and purpose, and either meet assigned deadlines or set deadlines for completing each task. 
Group Dynamics and Roles
       Understand the responsibilities of various roles within the team, either assigned or determined by the group (e.g., reporter, recorder, information gatherer, leader, timekeeper).

       Maintain collaboration by ensuring that all appropriate ideas and contributions are respectfully acknowledged and valued by the team and follow a prescribed for doing this (e.g., list every idea in a brainstorming session before criticism is allowed). 

       Come to agreement by seeking consensus or following the majority, depending on the ground rules for decision making.
Standard 4: Research
GLE 0601.4.2 Gather relevant information from a variety of print and electronic sources, as well as from direct observation, interviews, and surveys. 

GLE 0601.4.3 Make distinctions about the credibility, reliability, consistency, strengths, and limitations of resources, including information gathered from Web sites.

Checks for Understanding (Formative/Summative Assessment) 
  0601.4.1 Narrow a topic so that the research process is manageable and the controlling idea is focused. 
 0601.4.2 Take and organize notes on what is known and what needs to be researched about the topic.  
  0601.4.3 Focus on relevant information and/or theories. 
  0601.4.4 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources, defining the characteristics of each and evaluating each for their benefits and limitation.

  0601.4.5 Choose among sources provided and those found independently based on the usefulness, credibility, and reliability of the sources. 

0601.4.6 Identify reasons for choosing one source over another, including those found on Web sites
SPI 0601.4.1 Select the most focused research topic.  
SPI 0601.4.2 Rank research resources according to reliability.   
SPI 0601.4.3 Determine the most appropriate research source for a given research topic. 
SPI 0601.4.4 Distinguish between primary (i.e., letters, interviews, diaries, newspapers) and secondary (i.e., reference books, periodicals, Internet, biographies) sources.

Communications Unit  

History of the English Language

I.  Communication:  speaking and listening skills
A.   Use teacher-modeled PowerPoint presentation, “History of the English Language”.    Present the Power Point in the first half of each class period over the course of the unit.  
1.  Divide presentation into invaders:  Stonehenge people, Celts, Romans, Jutes, Angles, Saxons, Vikings, Norman (French Vikings).  
2. Read-aloud sources,  historical fiction by Edward Rutherfurd:  Sarrum,  London.  (Excellent background information on the people who first inhabited Britain through all the conquerors, the cultures, and languages they added.)
B.   Teach effective speaking, listening, and research skills in the second half of each class period over the course of the unit with small groups of 5 - 6 with a leader, recorder, reporter, time keeper, and 1 or 2 information seeker(s).
1,    Use textbook chapter on speaking and listening skills, make notes and summarize in short paragraphs, write “How-to” be a good listener and “How-to” be a good speaker.      
2.    Discuss information and observations from teacher-modeled presentation, “History of the English Language”.
3.     Individuals in the small groups will demonstrate their understanding of the origins of the English language through dictionary, library and internet research, construction of posters, time lines, Power Points, and speeches.  
4. Individual students will write “how-to” essays to explain how to be a good listener, a good speaker, to evaluate sources, to create a PowerPoint.

5. Research invaders of England who influenced the development of the English language:  Stonehenge People, Celts, Romans, Jutes, Angles and Saxons, Vikings, and Normans (French Vikings).    
C. Each small group will evaluate the essays, Power Points, charts, research, and other creative outcomes by using rubrics. 
II,   
    Research 

A.  Form groups of 5 -6 with a leader, recorder, reporter, time keeper, and 1 or 2 information seeker(s).  Introduce the preparation of a research project and identification of sources.
1.  Students will locate, analyze, and paraphrase, and summarize information from school and classroom libraries, “History of the English Language” PowerPoint presentation.
2.  Computer lab
a.  Access http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ for BBC interactive web sites, timelines, and history of Britain, invaders, and languages they brought.  Using on-line dictionary, students will determine the etymology of assigned vocabulary list.
b. Construct Power Point presentations using information gathered in groups.    (i.e. English Language development, research process, effective speaking and listening, foreign phrases used in English)
c. Cross-Curricular research:
Science: 
Gulf Stream current’s effect on the climate in England,             maps, temperature range, latitude, longitude
Social Studies:  
Transference of Christianity from Romans to the Celts,          Roman government and laws,  roads, culture, construction of Hadrian’s Wall,  the decline of the Roman Empire, the removal of Roman troops  from Britain,   B.C., A.D., BCE, CE, timelines, maps
III.   Evaluation tools
A. Word Wall Smack game using Latin and Greek roots and definitions
B. Latin and Greek derived vocabulary lists showing word origination and definition, prefixes and suffixes  
C. students’ suggestions for additions or changes to the teacher- prepared PowerPoint, 
D. student-created Power Points  
E. pretest, post test, rubrics, interactive websites
F. creation of games, word ladders, puzzles, maps
G. Identification of reliable sources from the internet (i.e. BBC interactive games) and printed text.  
H. “How-to” essays to explain the steps to effective speaking and listening, the functions of a group, and the preparation of a research paper. 
I. Publishing in the middle school newspaper,  bulletin board, hall displays
J. Publishing to the class in small groups and as a whole, 
K. writing expository essays to explain how to and for information, 
L. Chapter and unit tests 
IV. Resources

Writer’s Choice, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Glencoe:
Unit 2, “The Writing Process”, pages 36 - 86

Unit 5, “Expository Writing, pages 18 2- 215
Unit 21, “Library and Reference Resources”, pages 527 - 539 

Unit 22, “Vocabulary and Spelling”, pages 542-565

Unit 23, “Study Skills” Pages 569 - 579

Unit 25, “Listening and Speaking”, pages 617-624
Unit 26, “Viewing and Representing”, pages 

Unit 27, “Electronic resources”, pages 645-656

Writing and Research Handbook, pages 677 – 690

Elements of Language, Speaking and Listening, Holt 
The History of English    Pages 690 -691
Speaking and Listening   Pages 719 - 732

Reading and Vocabulary Pages 704 – 718
History of the English Language PowerPoint 
Amery, Tucking, and Cartwright. The First 1,000 Words in German: Edc Publishers, 1988.

Bryson, Bill.  Mother Tongue, English & How It Got That Way: HarperCollins Publishers, 2000.

Chart. “History of the English Language”.   No origin shown. 

BBChttp://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/timelines/british/index.shtml
Read aloud sources:  Rutherfurd, Edward
Sarrum,  From the Ice Ages to present day,  it tells an historical fictional account about Stonehenge, all the invaders, and their effect on the culture and language of Britain to present times.
London, historical fiction.  London’s rise from a small group of families, through the conquerors and the effects on the culture, language, and future of England. The  Princes of Ireland
