· Computer Activities (participants will need to carry source sheet from notebook)

Collaborative Writing (Paper Plate Writing)

Materials 

Computer

Paper plates with pictures

Description
Paper plate writing is a collaborative writing approach. Collaborative writing can lead to projects that are richer and more complex than those produced by individuals. 

Step-by-Step
1. Open a new MS Word document and type a description of the picture you have been given.
2. Turn your picture over, so no one will be able to see it.  The next person must be able to visualize your picture from the description you have written.

3. Move to the computer on your right and read the description and begin a story from the description of the picture.  Establish a setting and create characters.  Stop when time is called.
4. Move to the next computer and read the story and continue by adding conflict. (Stop at the end of the sentence.) 

5. Move to the next computer and add dialogue and transitional devices. (Stop at the end of the word you are writing.)

6. Move to the next computer and write a conclusion.

1. Move to the next computer and revise for vivid words, combine sentences to vary sentence types, and edit for grammar, usage, and mechanics. (Students would have only one or two things to do to improve the story.)
2. Return to original computer and read the story about your picture.
3. Tell participants that they might want to put students in groups (those who have taken part in the specific stories) and let them look at the pictures, read the stories, and choose the best story to share with the whole class. 

CONTENT STANDARD 3.0 WRITING
Course Level Expectations

· CLE 3001.3.3,CLE 3002.3.3,CLE 3003.3.3,CLE 3005.3.3 Organize ideas into an essay with a thesis statement in the introduction, well-constructed paragraphs, a conclusion, and transition sentences that connect paragraphs into a coherent whole.

· CLE 3001.3.4, CLE 3002.3.4, CLE 3003.3.4, CLE 3005.3.4 Revise documents to develop or support ideas more clearly, address potential objections, ensure effective transition between paragraphs, and correct errors in logic.

State Performance Indicators    

· SPI 3001.3.1, SPI 3002.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct punctuation, mechanics, and usage.

· SPI 3001.3.3, SPI 3002.3.3 Choose the transitional device that appropriately connects sentences or paragraphs within a writing sample.

· SPI 3001.3.4, SPI 3002.3.3, SPI 3003.3.4 Select the most vivid and compelling word to strengthen a description.  

· SPI 3001.3.5, SPI 3002.3.5, SPI 3003.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more interesting sentence.
	Materials needed:
· Computer

· story starter pictures 

	Assessment Activity Title:  Paper plate Writing

	Description of Activity:

4. Open a new MS Word document and type a description of the picture they have been given.

5. Move to the computer on your right and read the description and begin a story about the description of the picture.  Establish a setting and create characters.  Stop when time is called.

6. Move to the next computer and read the story and continue by adding conflict.  

7. Move to the next computer and add dialogue and transitional devices.

8. Move to the next computer and write a conclusion.

9. Move to the next computer and revise for vivid words, combine sentences to vary sentence types, and edit for grammar, usage, and mechanics.

10. Return to original computer to read the story about your picture.

Assignment Extensions:

This lesson may also be used to address various Standard 7 – Media SPIs.  


