Author’s Bias (5.0) GLE 0801.5.2
Materials:
· Amazing Americans:  The New Nation – Thomas Jefferson (on copy each)

· Bias graphic organizer
Description:
Behind every text is a writer who has an opinion about the subject.  The author’s opinion is the author’s bias.  Bias refers to the preference, partiality, or prejudice that the author shows toward the subject.  The author’s bias is revealed in the choices made about content and in the tone or mood of the writing.
Step-by-Step:
  1.  Tell participants, “Every writer has an opinion about the content he writes.  That

       opinion is the author’s bias.  Bias is revealed in the choices the author makes

       about the content and in the tone of the writing.  When an author shows preference,

       partiality or prejudice toward a subject he is showing his bias toward the subject.”

  2.  Ask participants to turn to page 6 of Thomas Jefferson.  Read the page aloud.  Ask,

       “Why does the author say he admires Thomas Jefferson?” 

  3.  As they read the rest of the text, ask students to consider and take note of the facts

      included and how they are revealed.

  4.  After reading, ask participants,

· What examples did you find of contradictions between Jefferson’s personal and professional life?

· Should politicians live their political ideals in their personal lives?

· What is your opinion about the evident contradictions in Jefferson’s life?

· Does the reader come away with a positive or negative impression of Jefferson?

· What proof can you find in the text to support your answers?

  5.  Give participants a copy of the Bias graphic organizer.  Tell participants to record

       three positive and three negative examples of the author’s statements about Jefferson

       in the boxes.  In the center circle, participants should write a summary statement of 

       the author’s bias.

  6.  To close, an author’s bias is revealed through the words he writes.  By taking note of

        an author’s words the reader can determine that author’s bias.

CONTENT STANDARD 5.0 LOGIC
Grade Level Expectations


GLE 0801.5.2 Analyze premises and logical fallacies.
State Performance Indicators 

      
SPI 0801.5.8 Identify instances of bias and stereotyping in print and

                 non-print texts.

	Materials needed:  

     Amazing Americans: The New Nation – Thomas Jefferson  (1 copy per         student);  Bias graphic organizer

       

	Assessment Activity Title:  Author’s Bias graphic organizer



	Description of Activity:

  1.  Discuss bias.  Explain to students that bias refers to the preference,

       partiality or prejudice that the author shows toward the subject.  The words 

       the author uses and the events that are portrayed can be used to determine 

       bias.  The author’s feelings may be revealed in the choices made about

       content.  Author’s bias may also be evident in the tone or mood of the

       writing.

  2.  Students read page 6 of the text.  Ask them to identify why the author states

       he admires Thomas Jefferson.  As students read the rest of the text, ask

       them to consider what kinds of facts are included and how the information

       is revealed. 

  3.  After reading, ask students to provide examples of contradictions

       between Thomas Jefferson’s personal and professional life.  Students

       should consider whether politicians must live their political ideals

       in their personal life.  Ask them to state their opinions about the

       contradictions between Jefferson’s beliefs and politics.   Does the reader

       come away with a positive or negative impression of the subject?  Do

       you think the author is pro- or anti-Jefferson?  What proof can you

       find in the text to support your answers?

  4.  Give students a copy of the bias graphic organizer.  Model how to use 

       the graphic organizer to record details from the text.  Fill in one box as 

       an example.  Tell students to fill in the remaining boxes with information

       from the text that shows the author’s bias.  Finally, they will write a

       summary statement explaining how these statements prove the author’s

       bias.
Assignment Extensions:

      Using the information from the graphic organizer, students will write about

      the differences between Jefferson’s personal life and his personal beliefs

      based on the text.
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Thomas Jefferson was only 33 years old when he wrote the Declaration of Independence. During his long life, he was governor, vice president, and president. He was also a talented scientist, inventor, farmer, and musician. For his many contributions to our country, Thomas Jefferson will always be remembered as an Amazing American. 

This engaging new series of leveled biographies brings history to life one dramatic story at a time. 

By focusing on poignant moments as well as public triumphs, Amazing Americans makes paragons of American history feel accessible and real. 

Features: 

· Amazing Americans profiles a diverse group of Americans in addition to the traditional heroes. 

· Each full-color book features a compelling narrative, photographs, a timeline, time capsule, historical trivia, and more. 

· Biographies align with the historical figures found throughout the American History 1 and 2 textbooks 
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