Allusions (8.0)
Materials

· Posters of the main categories of common allusions

· Strips of passages containing allusions 

Description
An allusion is a reference, within a literary work, to another work of fiction, a film, a piece of art, or even a real event. An allusion serves as a kind of shorthand, drawing on this outside work to provide greater context or meaning to the situation being written about. While allusions can be an economical way of communicating with the reader, they risk alienating readers who do not recognize these references.  This activity provides a hands-on approach for students to practice identifying allusions.

Step-by-Step
1. Discuss allusions and give some examples.

2. Post the main categories of common allusions around the room.

3. Give participants strips and ask them to post it with the correct category.

4. Discuss.
CONTENT STANDARD 8.0 LITERATURE
Course Level Expectations

· CLE 3001.8.5, CLE 3002.8.5, CLE 3003.8.5, CLE 3005.8.5 Know and use appropriate literary terms to derive meaning and comprehensions from various literary genres.

State Performance Indicators 

     •     SPI 3001.8.14, SPI 3002.8.14, SPI 3003.8.13 Identify classical, historical,

           and literary allusions in text.

	Materials needed:
· Laminated copies of the three categories of allusions (historical, literary, and classical)
· Laminated strips of examples of allusions

	Assessment Activity Title:  Allusion Sort



	Description of Activity:

1. Discuss allusions and give examples.

2. Post the three main categories of common allusions around the room.

3. Give students strips and ask them to post them under the correct category.

4. Come to a consensus about decisions.
Assignment Extensions:

Have students look for allusions in written passages and think about allusions they have encountered in literature in the past.



Allusion Examples:

http://www.megaessays.com/essay_search/allusions_example.html

Historical:

Martin Luther King Jr. alluded to the Gettysburg Address in starting his "I Have a Dream" speech by saying 'Five score years ago..."; his hearers were immediately reminded of Abraham Lincoln's "Four score and seven years ago", which opened the Gettysburg Address. King's allusion effectively called up parallels in two historic moments.

Literary 

In Homer, brief allusions could be made to mythic themes of generations previous to the main narrative because they were already familiar to the epic's hearers: one example is the theme of the Calydonian boarhunt. In Hellenistic Alexandria, literary culture and a fixed literary canon known to readers and hearers, made a densely allusive poetry effective; the poems of Callimachus offer the best-known examples.

Classical

A classical allusions from Romeo and Juliet- "From forth day's path and Titan's fiery wheels"

O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!

It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night

Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop's ear;

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear! (I, v) 

Ethiope is an allusion to Ethiopia.  Ethiopian slaves were often found in Moorish harems wearing very beautiful and expensive jewelry in their ears to impress upon all who saw them the wealth of their owners.

