ABC’s of Immigrants’ Reflections GLE 0601.8.1
Materials:

· ABC Boxes  Graphic organizers are available at these websites:

 
http://www.readingquest.org/pdf/abc.pdf ; 
http://www.sarasota.k12.fl.us/GILS/Grapgic%20Organizers/ABC_Brainstorm.pdf
· Poem- “The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus

Description:

This activity will make use of a graphic organizer called ABC Boxes. (also called Alphabet Chart)  This organizer can be used to access prior knowledge, compare and contrast characters, organize a vocabulary study or brainstorm ideas.  We will use this to brainstorm ideas, thoughts and feelings that an immigrant might have upon coming to America for the first time and seeing Lady Liberty.  This is an excellent way to focus and generate ideas and discussions.

Step-by Step:
· Give students a copy of the graphic organizer called ABC Boxes or Alphabet Chart

· Inquire how many participants have actually seen the Statue of Liberty in New York harbor.  Ask them to share some of their experiences or feelings when seeing this magnificent statue.  You might even ask them to close their eyes and imagine themselves on a steam ship, coming into the harbor from Ireland.  They have spent many days at sea, perhaps going through storms, being sick, or lonely.  What would that first sight of Lady Liberty look like?  What feelings, emotions, or thoughts would be in their hearts and their minds?  

· Use the ABC Boxes to record words or phrases which describe these strong feelings or emotions.  Demonstrate with the A box by saying “what word might we use that starts with A that helps with our descriptions?”  Anticipatory, Anticipate, Anxious.  How about B?  Brave, bothered, brokenhearted.”

· Allow class to record on graphic organizer for several minutes.  This should be done individually.

· Instruct them to Pair/Share their thoughts and recorded ideas with a partner; they may record any words or phrases that they hear and feel a connection to.

· Put up Transparency of “The New Colossus.”  

· Read to class or choose someone to read it.

· Have participants continue to record any thoughts or feelings the selection evokes or phrases or words from the poem which speak to them.

·  Tell class that this activity can be used to formulate the basis for a written product such as a story, letter, song lyrics or a newspaper article that focuses on a new immigrants’ reflections upon seeing Lady Liberty for the first time. 
CONTENT STANDARD 8.0 LITERATURE

Grade Level Expectations

· GLE 0601.8.1Read and comprehend a variety of works from various forms of literature.

· GLE 0701.8.5 Identify and analyze common literary terms (e.g. personification, conflict, theme)
Language Arts Indicators
· SPI 0601.8.1 Distinguish among various literary genres (e.g., fiction, literary drama, nonfiction, poetry)

· SPI 0601.8.8 Identify examples of sound devices (i.e. accent, alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme, and repetition)

· SPI 0801.8.12 Recognize and identify words within a context that reveal particular time periods and cultures.

    Materials needed:


    Assessment activity:   ABC’s of Immigrants’ Reflections
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Alphabet Chart
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The New Colossus



Emma Lazarus

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,

With conquering limbs, astride from land to land;

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
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ABC Boxes for graphic organizer; “The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus





Give students a copy of the graphic organizer ABC Boxes.  This organizer may be used to access prior knowledge, compare and contrast characters, organize a vocabulary study or brainstorm ideas.


Allow students to brainstorm their thoughts, feelings and emotions as an immigrant coming to America and seeing Lady Liberty for the first time.


Pair/Share ideas and thoughts with a partner.


Read poem, “The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus, to the class.


Have students continue to record any thoughts or feelings the selection evokes or phrases or words from the poem which speaks to the student.


Using the recorded information on the graphic organizer, have students produce a written product.  The words, phrases or feelings may used as a basis for a story, a letter, song lyrics, or a newspaper article which focuses upon a new immigrants’ reflections upon seeing Lady Liberty for the first time.





 








