How to Make a Science Fair Poster

Notes about the Poster

· The poster should be a tri-fold poster. They can be purchased at Wal-Mart or any office supply store.
· Do NOT put your name or your face anywhere on the front of the poster. Your name and class period should go on the back of the board. 

· The independent and dependent variables do not need to be identified on the poster.
· Your poster should be bold, colorful, creative, and NEAT!

· All information should be typed. Hand writing looks unprofessional.

· Use colored construction paper to make borders for your print outs.
· There is no definite place where each part of your project should be located on the board, however, the information should flow in order of how you did it from left to right on the board. 
Problem
· State the problem that you are trying to answer.

· A good problem will get people interested in looking at the rest of your poster.

Hypothesis
· The hypothesis is stated as an If/Then/Because statement.

· It is OK if your hypothesis does not match your conclusion. 
Background
This is where you can tell a little bit about the problem you are trying to solve by answering a question.

· Make sure you cite where you got your information. Anything that you quote should be cited directly in the text.
· Explain anything that may help those looking at your poster to understand why you asked the question that you did in your hypothesis. Give them enough information to help them understand what you are doing and why. Explain any weird materials that you used that they may not be familiar with.
· Your bibliography should go here underneath the text. (not the annotated version)
Materials and Methods

· Just like a cookbook recipe, you want to list what your experiment is and how you did your experiments.  

· Make sure to include all of the materials. 
· Don’t forget to give the details of how you made your observations or collected your data.  

· Did you need any special equipment?  Did you have to do something unusual, like poke a hole in a piece of card board to observe what you saw?  Why was it important to design your experiment in the way that you did?
· Be very, very specific. Your “method” is your procedure so it should be easy to replicate. Don’t use “I”. Write it as if you are telling someone what to do.

Results

· What kind of information did you gather to answer your hypothesis?

· Is it a series of numbers? Chart or graph your data.

· Can you take a picture of the answer or your experiment?

· Put it onto your poster!!! (Just make sure your face isn’t in a picture)
· Don’t draw any conclusions in the results section, just tell the data.
· Include NEAT charts and graphs. Use a computer to print them for best results.

Discussion

· What did you think about or observe during the design, set-up and execution of your experiment?

· Did you see anything surprising or unexpected?

· Give the details of the most important measurement or data generating step.

· Don’t answer each question as if this was an exam. Your discussion should be a coherent series of paragraphs that explains your thoughts about the experiment. 
Conclusions

· Does your data make sense?  

· For example, are the numbers too big or too small for what you would expect?  Did things happen too fast or surprisingly slow?  Did the temperature go as you would expect?

· Have you answered your hypothesis?

· What is the answer?

· If this experiment did not answer the question, then explain why not.

Further Studies
· In this section, answer the question “What would you do differently if you had to do this project again?” and “What else could I do if I needed to continue this project next year?”

· For example, should the experiment be:

· Repeated

· Re-designed

· Suspended

· Terminated
· What else could you do to find out MORE about this project?

Special Thanks
· It is important to thank those who helped you with this project, ESPECIALLY if you worked in a lab or had help from a scientist or doctor, or if someone else funded your project. 

· This should be short and professional.
· It is up to you if you include it as a whole section on your board or if you just put it at the bottom without a big header. 
