Project:   Soil From Every State – by Ashby Morell  
State Standard:

0107.7.3 Use bagged samples of earth materials or pictures from different areas to classify materials according to their use.
Procedures: 

Tell parents at the beginning of the year that students will create a “dirt map” of the United States.  Have students ask anyone traveling out of state to bring back a bag of soil from the state they visit. 

Keep a soil center in the classroom to keep dirt samples in.  Use labeled plastic bags to store soil in and put the bags in flat, clear plastic tubs.  During center time, students may empty a bag of dirt from one of the states and examine it. Students could put dirt samples in small plastic bowls to examine and play with. 

Have students make a graph to see which sample (and from which state) is chosen to play with most often by the class.  Have students write about the similarities and differences between the soil samples.  Discuss what each type of soil could be used for, ex. Farming, mining, making bricks, etc.
Copy and give each student a map of the United States.  As students bring in samples, have students color in the state from which the soil was collected.

 By the end of the year, your class will have soil samples from all 50 states, and all states will be colored on the map.

Materials:  Plastic bags, marker, outline map of United States, crayons
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