Identifying Birds using a Dichotomous Key Gallery Walk

Instructions

1. Print out all pictures and at least 6 copies of the dichotomous key. I recommend laminating a set and reusing it from year to year.

2. Hang up the bird pictures around the room. 

3. Instruct each student to have a piece of paper numbered 1-6.

4. Put the students into 6 groups, give each group a dichotomous key and start each group at a different bird.

5. Give students a few minutes to use the dichotomous key to identify the bird and write down their answer.

6. After enough time has passed, instruct students to rotate to the next bird.

7. Repeat steps 5 & 6 until all birds have been identified. 

8. Have the students sit down, leaving only 1 person from each group at the bird picture. Go around the room, having the standing students explain to the class how they used the dichotomous key to identify the bird and let students check their answers. Address any misunderstanding about the use of dichotomous keys. 

Answer Key

Bird 1: Black Noddy
Bird 2: White-Tailed Tropic Bird
Bird 3: Red-Footed Booby
Bird 4: Masked Booby
Bird 5: Frigate Bird
Bird 6: Sooty Tern
Dichotomous Key: Birds

	1. a. The body is mostly white.

    b. The body is dark.
	Go to question 2

Go to question 8 

	2. a. The body is totally white.

    b. The body is white with dark  

       markings.
	Go to question 3

Go to question 5

	3. a. There is no streamer on the tail.

    b. There is a streamer on the tail. 
	White Tern

Go to question 4

	4. a. The steamer on the tail is white.

    b. The streamer on the tail is red.
	White-tailed Tropicbird

Red-tailed Tropicbird

	5. a. There are dark markings on the head.

    b. The head is all white and the feet are 
        red.
	Go to question 6

Red-Footed Booby

	6. a. The entire head is dark grey.

    b. The head has dark and white 
       markings.
	Juvenile Albatross

Go to question 7

	7. a. There is a black bar through the eye 
         and a black crown.

    b. There is a black mask on its face.
	Sooty Tern

Masked Booby

	8. a. It has a hooked beak.

    b. It has a thin, straight beak.
	Frigate Bird

Go to question 9

	9. a. It has a brown body and a light “cap”
       on its head with fuzzy edges.

    b. It has a very dark brown body and a 
       white “cap” on its head.
	Brown Noddy

Black Noddy
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